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The chief purpose of this 


ee eee! 





blication is to distribute information on aeronautics 


to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, and 


others connected with aviation. 
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VERSATILE 


PURSUITERS 










: AKIED assignments have fallen 
4 to the 79th Pursuit Souadron 


- se in cuick succession late- 
ws 
/ Jr. hemorial Trophy fcr best 
Pursuit Gunnery during the past year, the 
79th pilots were ordered to Phoenix, 
frome,’ for the presentation of the 

rophy. 

Captain Charles G. Pearcy, Souadron 
Commander and leading gunner, led the 
Squadron in three 6=<plane flichts of 
P-26's. Eight enlisted members of the 
Souadron were ferried in two transport 
planes. Departing from Barksdale Field 
at 7:00 a.m, the Squadron arrived cver 
Phoenix, Arizona, at 6:30 p.m., Septem- 
ber 2nd. As a "Beau Geste" to the Amer- 
ican Legion of Arizona, holding their 
conventicn in Phoenix, the ei ch teen 
planes formed a huge letter "ZX" as they 

assed over town. The sun Was low and 
he beautiful coloring of the sky made a 
most effective background. The Welcome 
Was overwhelming; the city Was ours as 
soon as We landed. Western hospitality 
and the generous efforts of wr. A. Lee 
Moore, well known local pilot, assured 
the Souadron a most enjoyable visit. 

On the following day, the eighteen 
Planes demonstrated Pursuit maneuvers 
for thirty minutes over the rey, and 
Captain. Pearcy fell out of the formation 
long enough to drop flowers on the Frank 
Luke, Jr. Memorial Statue in front of 
the State Capitol. wr. T.T. Brooke, De- 
per eat Commander of the American. 

egion, assisted by the Governor of 
Arizona, made formal presentation of the 
trong ediately afterward. 

é ceremonies concluded, Captain 
Pearcy departed with "A" Flicht for 
March Field and the National Air Races 
The Air Race Committee 
expressed the desire that the entire 
Squadron participate, but shortage of 
planes at Barksdale Field made this im- 

racticable. First Lieut. James A. 
llison led "B" and "C" Flights back to 
Barksdale Field on September 4th. 

At the National Air Races, "A" Flight 
fell heir to a ——_ responsibility. The 
little flight of six was called upon to 


at Los Angeles. 


‘Sof Barksdale Field, Shreveport, 


Winners of the Frank Luke,| 


By Ist Lieut. D.iu. Motherwell, Air Corps 


uphold the traditions of Army Pursuit in 

competition with eighteen fast Grumuan 

"Fighters" of the Navy, eighteen J.5. 

Marine "Devil Dogs" and a Composite Arny 

Attack Souadron of eighteen Northr 
A-17's. “A" Plight, billed as the"U.S. 

| Army Air Corps Sextette from Barksdale 

| Field," flew a deily twenty-minute mis- 

gion of Pursuit ianeuvers and combat ex- 

ercises in close "Vee" and string forna- 

tions with individual acrobatics. 
Brother officers from March Field ex- 

pressed a hearty approval of our work. 

: Lieutenant-Commander C.D. Glover, leader 

| of the eighteen. Navy "Fighters," came 

' searchi through the crowd to congratu- 

j late us fur an "excellent performance." 

; . Upon our return to Barks ale Field 

| frou warch Field on September 8th, a 

| tired "A" Flight climbed out of their 

| collective cockpits. Smilingly the 

| Others greeted us - "You are ordered 

| into the field at Shushan Airport, New 

| Orleans, La., imnuediately fur ten days' 

| aerial gunnery!" 


| ---000~-- 


SEVEw NEW OFFICERS FOR MARCH FIELD 


Seven manbers of the command at hiarch 
Field, Riverside, Calit., dedicated then- 
selves to a lifetime of service with the 
; United States Regular Army Air Corps on 
; October end, When they took their oajh 
| of office as Second Lieutenants in the 
regular service. ‘This was administered 
by First Lieut. Hunter Harris at iiarch 
Field headquarters. 

Reserve officers receiving commissions 
were Jack Lindley Randolph and Leslie 
Raybold, both serving as Privates, Air 
Corps, with the Fourth Air Base Soadron, 
March Field, and five Second Lieutenants, 
; Air Reserve, on active duty. These were 
; Douglas W. Smith, Adjutant of the 34th 
| Attacis Scuadron; P Engberg Todd, also 
of the 34th; Boyd Hubverd, Jr., of the 
19th Bombardment Group; Frank’ R. Cocic, 
of the 34th Attack Smadron, and Jom A. 
Hilger, Assistant Coumuaications Officer 
of the 95th Attack Squadron. 

Commenting on the award of r 





ar 





commissions to these seven pilots, Briga- 
dier General Delos C. Emmons, Coumander 
V-7122, A.C. 








of the First Wi -. General Headquarters During the time the line oroanizations 
Air Force, Pete. | that they were a fine |Were on maneuvers, the pilots periormed 


lot of mca. He regretted that tnere cooperative radio communications and ob- 
Were net available more regular commis- | servation missions Caily, one with the 
sions for other splendid Reserve offi- Infantry and the other with the Field 
cers. Artillery. 
"Tt may be erushfully ni peg, gl =e G—oe 
march Fie orresponden a. € ee eae 
ebinen sexs opular ones as everyone | GROUND BxOKin FOR NEV AIR DEPOT 


h Field seemed to be ha that | 
re Gaeta ee named. " sail The 7th Bombardment Group, commanded 


---000--- by Colonel C.L. Tinker, participated in 
the ground-breakinz ceremony on September 
E,LISTED PILOTS LEAVE BOLLING FIELD 8th at the site cf the Army's newly ac- 
quired $7,000,000 Air Depot, with loca- 
The piloting personnel of Bolling | tion at Sacramento, Calif. 

Field, D.C-, Was decreased by the depart-| The Group, composed of 18 Martin Bom- 
ure of three enlisted pilots for duty at | bers, flew from Eamilton Field to iiather 
other stations. "Their genial personal- Field landing at 9:00 a.m, and was 

ity and their hearty cooperation will be joined at 9:10 by the 17th Attack Group, 





sincerely missed by all with whom the |commended by Major L.C. Mellory, aad at 
have worted," says the Bolling Field Cor-|9:<0 a.m, by the 19th Bombardment Group, 
respondent. | commanded by Lieut. Colonel Hubert R. 


Sergeant Herman E. Hurst, Second Staff |Harmon. Both groups were composed of 
Squadron, Was placed on detached service |nine planes each and were from March 

at the Middletown Air Depot, Pa., where (Field, Kiverside, Calif. 

he will receive valuable experience fer- | At 10:55 a.m., the Wing, commanded by 
rying aircraft and supplies. Privates (Colonel Tinker, took off, assembling at 
Franklin K. Paul and John A. Way, both / 1500 feet to tly directly to the site 
of Base Headowarters and 14th Air Base (where several thousand spectators were 
Squadron, will receive ——- as |congregated, thrilling all with beauti- 


Second Lieutenants, Air Reserve, on ac- ‘ful formation flying and the never-to- 
tive duty, to report to their stations | be-forgotten "Pass in Review." 

by October 15, 1936. Private Paul de- . On the ground, high officials ef both 
parted for Lengley Field, Va., where he |civil and military circles were very 
Will report to the Commanding Officer much in evidence. Governor Merriam; 

and then proceed to the Panama Canal General Henry H. Arnold, Assistant Chief 
Zone. Private Way departed for Barks- of the Air Corps; General Delos C. 


dale Field, Shreveport, La., where he Emmons, Commanding the lst Wing, GHQ Air 

will be assigned to a Pursuit Squadron. Force, were just a few of the aotables 
The persounel of Bolling Field extend eeagy ne The Governor, as Executive of 

their best wishes and hope that these he State of California, touched off the 

men have gained valuable ayeerieane dur- ;charge of dynamite to turn the first 

ing their stay at this field. dirt of the Air Corps' latest contribu- 


~m=aQQ0-== tion to the West Coast's defenses. 
Following the aerial demonstration, 
COMBAT MANEUVERS In MARYLAND the planes of the 17th Attack and 19th 


‘Bombardment Groups Were flown to 
Flight"# of the 16th Observation Squad-| Hamilton Field to be refueled and made 
ron, stationed at Langley Field, Va., ar-|ready for the flight back to their base 

rived at Bolline Field on September 19th jat harch Field. The 7th Bombardment 
and Was encamped there for three weeks (Group landed at Mather Field, the per- 
while “ey emer cooperative missions sonnel being transported to Sacramento, 
with the warns | from Fort George G. where the oificers enjoyed a luncheon at 
Meade, Md., and the Field Artillery from |The Sutter Club,and the enlisted person- 
Fort Hoyle, Md. Both of the line organi-jnel were entertained at the Hotel 
zations Were having combat maneuvers in (Sacramento. 
nearby Maryland. The 7th Group left that afternoon for 
The equipment of Flight "A" consisted (Hauilton Field. Thus came into being 
of two 0-250 airplanes, a field radio another spike in the defenses of this 
set and five trucks. ‘he personnel com- |nation. 
prseee two pilots, Captain 0.L. Beal and ---000--- 
ieut. B.ii., on ynenhiny © and a detachment . 
of 20 enlisted men, including radio oper-| The National Air Races held in Los 


ators, airplane mechanics, and truck Angeles on’ September 4, 5, 6 and 7, prov- 
drivers. e enlisted men were quarter- | ed to be Oy. op rho held since their 
ed in barracks at Bolling Field, and inception. e largest "gate" ever to 


their equipment was set up in field tents| attend these Races Witnessed this affair 
at the south end of the hangar line. They | during these four a The Races daily 
operated their own commnications system | attracted crowds estimated at 80,000 


end set up their own radio antenna on eople, making the total attendance for 
the flying field. | the four days eaten i. (as Woy 
: - <, 




















THE PHOTOGRAPHIC TRAILER 


By the Materiel Liv 






new Photog 
been develo t 
Division, Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio. It is especielly 
© “” equipped to maze possible the 
obtaining of conpleted photosraphs in a 
very short time and serves aa important 
porpees because of the ease With which 

t may be trensportea to any tocation 
Where photographs are desired and wnere 
there is no leboratory for developing 
and printing negatives. 

The Treiler has been under development 
for the past six months. It is 16 reet 
lon: by & feet wide by 3 feet high and 
weizhs e840 pounds. it is divided_into 
twe compartments; one for the develop- 
ment of roll tilms, cut films and tre 
Grying and sorting of prints, and the 
other, for printing. The main ecuinnent 
Within the Sraiier is the film develop- 
ing apparatus, film dryer, printer, 
plcttins table, and the usual accesso- 
ries, such as tiners, etc. The iilm de- 
veloper, dryer, printer, and plotting 
table are newly designed equiprent. 

The electric power for the Trailer is 
furnished by a small generating plant of 
light weight. The water supply 1s ob- 
tained by the use of city water whea it 
is available. more often, a lace or 
suall crees is the only source of water 
supply, and is furnished to the Trailer 
through a swall electric pump. Where no 
water is available, a reserve Water tank 
in the Trailer furnishes the supply. 

The roll of tilm goes through the fol- 
lowing cycle of operation: It is deliv- 
ered to the Trailer from the airplane 
and is developed in a light-tighi com- 
partment. 1t is then run through a dry- 
ing machine, after which it is numbered 
on the plottin, teble. From this room, 
it is taken to the printing room and 
printed on a special light weight pdrint- 
er. From the printer, the prints go 
through the regular process of develop- 
ing, rinsing, and fixing. After the 
prints have been sufficiently fixed, 
they are placed in a soecial Wasner and 


raphic Trailer has 
oped at the Materiel 


from the washer are transferred to a tray 


located in the dividin; wall of the 
Trailer. This trey is so hinged that it 
Pivots in a window-lixe arran,ement from 
One compartment to the other. Water 
from the vrints drain back into the wash- 
er, after which the tray is swung so 
that they ney be taxen off in the oppo- 


ision Correspondent 


‘important, the film is drcepped in a para- 
i'chute container from the airplane, is 
lpicked up and carried to the Trailer for 
idevelopment. The srortest time on record 
‘required for this process Was an instance 
iwhere exposed cut rilm was dropped from 
ithe airplane by paraciwte container and 
iin five minutes after it was received by 
ithe photographer, one print was celiver- 
,ed. In another instance, a roll of ex- 
‘posed aerial film was delivered to the 
| Trailer and the roll was completely pro- 
cessed and one print from each of 40 
negatives Was made and dried in one our 
‘and 15 minutes. 

The ventilating system in the Trailer 
is tazen care of by two blowers, one in 
'each compartment. These blowers vull 
gn an air cleaner, thereby 


'the air turou 


iikeeping the air fresh at all times. 
e., “F il a} ? ted 
i The trailer development, prosecute 


a6 


iunder the direction of Brigadier General 
iA.w. mobins, Chief of the iateriel Divi- 
, Sion, Will undouotedly be a valuable ad- 
; dition to Air Corps ecminmeat for Corps 
‘and Ovservetion photography where a 
transportable laboratory is required. 
---000--- 
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EPARATION OF FRANCE FIELD AND AIR DEFOT 
The wevs Letter Correspoudent from 
‘france Field, Fenama Cenal Zone, states 
‘that to former menbders in good standing 
‘Of the France Field Oificers! Club it 
imay be of interest to note that the umch 
|discussed separation between France 
j\f#ield proper and the Panama dir Depot 
ihas at last been effected, with few 
| traces left of the former liaison. The 
|\Officers' Club, the Post Exchange, the 
‘Post Office, the Surgeoa's Office, the 
iTheatre and the Athletic Field are the 
|Only interests that are reteined as com- 
‘mon to the two independent orzanizatioas. 
Lieut. Colonel Vernon L. Burge con- 
mands the ranama Air Depot as an indepen- 
dent deparimeatal unit, and Lieut. Colo- 
nel cicnard H. Ballard is in the saine 
manner in command of France Field. 
---000--- 


CEIEY OF STAF} INSPECTS HAMILTON FIELD 


The Chief of Staff, Generel Malin 
Craig, accompanied by an official party 
composed of wajor General Frank MM. 
Andrews, Conmeander of the GHQ Air Force; 





site compartment Where the operator 
either places them on ferrotype plates 
Or blots them before putting them on the; 
drying trays. After the priuts have 
dried, they are sorted and ready for de-| 
livery. 
All sinzle lens camera work may be car- 
ried on within the Brailer; also, the | 
laying of small mosaics. In case of en- 
ergency, Or where the saving of time is | 


Brigadier General Delos C. Emmons, Com- 
mander of the First Wing, GHQ Air Force; 
Colonel Follett bradley, Lieut. Colonel 
A.v. Surles, major J.W. Persons and 
Captein u.J. Lee, with a crew of three 
enlisted men, landed at Hamilton Field 
San Rafael, Calif., on the afternoon of 
September 20th, after a flight from 
Clover Field, Santa Monica, Calif. Af- 
ter maxing an informal inspection and 
V-7l22, A.C. 








cbservin’ the personnel of the base in 
heir routine duties, General Craig and | 
his party, less General Hnmons, left on | 
Septewber 2cend enroute to Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Generel Emmons flew to his sta- | 
tion at iiarch shuns can 
---0 O--=— 


PHOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES AY BOLLING FIELD 


The Photographic Section at Bolling 
Field, D.C.,; recently completed an aeri- | 
al mosaic map of the District of Coluntis | 
and vicinity. It was assembled in the 
form of a circle and included all the 
territory Within a radius of eighteen 
miles from the Post Office Building. _ 

In the original form, the map was nine: 
feet in diameter and was composed of 872, 
separate 7" by 9" prints. ‘The photo- 
grephs Were taken in eleven oh hours, 
and the map Was completed in eleven days | 
by ten men working fourteen hours per 
day. Several copies of the map were 
made, and the original was delivered to 
the Office of the Caief of the Air Corps. 

At the present_time the Photographic 
Department of Boliing Field is engaged 
in photographing the Susquehanza iver 
basin for use in flood control develop- 
ment. The territory from Havre de Grace, 
Nid., to Sayre, FPa., and from Sunbury, 
Pa., to Altoona aud Erporium, Pa., is to} 
be covered by a series of Hea | 
photographs. All towns and cities along 
the river front are to be covered by 
vertical mapping photos, taken at low 
stage and again at flood stage of the 
river. It is estimated that about sixty 
flying hours will be required to com- 
plete the mission. 4 

--—=—OU0--— 


REPRESENTATION In wEw CLASS AT RAwDOLPH 


Texas, the Lone Star State, has always 
been a Close rival tc California in the | 
matter of representation of native sons | 
in the various classes entering the Air 
Corps Primary Flying School at Randolph 
Field, Texas. It has been the rule 
rather than the exception for the State 
of California to take the lead, although 
on several occasions Texas forzed to the 
front by a na.’row margin. 

In the new class which has just start- 
ed at Randolph Field, Texas is far in 
the lead wita a total of 20 students, 
followed by California with 10 native 
sons and Illinois with nine. The cities 
of Chicago, Ill., and Washington, D.C. 
are tied in student representetion, each 
having four. 

The list of Flying Cadets entering the 
October, 1936, Class at the Primary Fly- 
ing School aopears on page 6 of this 
issue of the iiews Letter. ‘The list of 
West Point graduates who are members of 
this class Was published in the News 
Letter of August 15, 1936. 


; students. 
' Second Lieutenants cof the Regular Amy 


' is of eight months’ 
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WEW CLASS AT THE PolwARY FLYLUC So l0CL 

The October, 1936, class at the Air 

Corps Primary flying School at Randolph 

Field, Texas, couprises a totel or 154 
of these, 61 students are 


who graduated from the United States 
military Academy on June l2, 1950, and 
were asSigned to duty with the Air Corps 


tor flying training; 95 are candidates 


from civil life; 4 are enlisted men of 
the U.S. Army Air Corps and four are en- 
listed men of other branches of the neg- 
ular Army. 

The civilian and enlisted students will 
undergo their training under the status 
of Flying Cadets. 

The course at the Primary Flyin: School 
duration and is di- 
vided into the Primary and Basic stages, 
each being over a four-monts period. it 
is the general rule that students who 


‘pass successfully through the primary 


Stage - the first four months or the 
year's course - also meke the grade in 
the Basic stage and in the four months' 
advanced course at the Advanced Flying 
School at Kelly Field, Texas. 

Graduation from Kelly Field ineans the 
award of the "Wings" and the ratins of 
“Airplane Pilot." The officer graduates 
are transferred to the Air Corps and are 
added to the piloting personnel of tais 
combat branch of the service. 

with respect .to the Flying Cadet srad- 
ates from the Advanced Flying School, it 
was the practice in the past to assign 
them to active duty for the period of one 
year under their Cadet status with Air 
Corps tactical units, and at the end of 
that time commission them second lieuten- 
ants ia the Air Reserve and assign tien 
to extended active duty with Air Corps 
tactical units under their status as Air 
Reserve officers. 

wotning definite can be stated at this 
Writin; as to what the status will be of 
those Cadets of the present class who 
are fortunate enough to make the crade 
and hE 5 be mpepy next October from the 
Advanced Flying School. Legislation was 
enacted at the last session of Congress 
providing; for an increase in the number 
of Air Reserve officers to be placed on 
extended active duty. Just how many Re- 
serve officers will be placed on extended 
active duty during the Fiscal Year 1938 
depends upon the amount of funds there 
Will be appropriated during the coming 
session of Congress for this purvose. No 
decision has therefore been made by the 
War Department as to whether the Fiyi 
Cadet graduates will, as in the past "Be 
assigned to extended active duty with 
tactical units as Flying Cadets, or be 
Commissioned Second Lieutenants in the 
Air deserve inmediately upon graduation 
and assigned to extended active duty with 
Air Corps tactical units as Reserve offi- 
cers. 


V-7122, A.C. 
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ADDITIONAL OFFICERS FOR THE AIR CORPS 


A recent War Department announcement is to 
the effect that, under authority of an Act of 
Congress, approved August 30, 1935 (Public No. 
408 - 74th Congress - known as the Thorascn 
Act), the following, listed alphetetically, are 
avpointed as Second Lieutenants in the Air 
Corps, Regular Army. 

Under the above queted act, the 50 eppoint- 
ments are apportioned to the various azmns, but 
since none of the group of 1,000 Reserve offi- 
cers authorized for active duty for cne year 
with the Regular Army could be eligible for ap- 
pointment prior to July 1, 1937, the entire 50 
officers are awarded to the Air Corps for this 
year. 

Tae list follows: 
Allen, 3rooke Eupie 
Aring, Wilbur Walter 
Black, Robert Kirkland 
Boushey, Homer A., Jr. 
Brown, William Melville 
Cecil, Chester Witten,Jr. 
Clausen, Radcliffe C. 
Coddington, Lawrence C. 
Cook, Frank Richardson 
Cornett, John Beaumont 
Cunningham, Tom Jefferson 
Darrew, Don Orville 
DeMarco, James Arthur 
Fisher, William Parker 
Ford, Oliver Edwin, Jr. 
Gist, Wm Henry, Jr. 
Greenback, Lawrence W. 


Wilmington, N.C. 
Montgomery, Ala. 
Manila, P.I. 
Stanford Univ. ,Calif. 
Long Beach, Calif. 
Abilere, Texas | | 
Les Angeles, Calif. 
Seattle, Wash. | 
Riverside, Calif. 
Waco, Texas | 
Hempton, Va. | 
Hollywood, Calif. 
Rockville Centre, N.Y. | 
Southern Pines,N.C. 
Crockett, Texas 
Carlisle, S.C. | 
Ashtabula, Ohic | 





Gunn, Harold Austin 
Guthrie, James Oscar Bismarck, N.D. 
Hall, Robert Windeck Weshington, D.C. 
Haugen, Victor Raymond Olympia, Wash. 
Hilger, John Allen Houston, Texas 
Holi.stein, Chas. Phi} lip Kunkle, Ohio 

Heltoner, Josepa $ Stanuey New York, N.Y. 
Hopwood, Fleyd Pauahi Honolulu, T.H. 

Hubbard, Boyd, Jr. Adair, Iowa 
Hutchinson, Denald Robert Cleveland, Ohio 
Jeffus, John Hal Plainview, Texas 
Kellogg, Ralph McKenzie Plattsburgh, N.Y. 
Lee, Joseph Day, Jr. Pleasantville, N.Y. 
Miller, Frederic H., Jr. Union City, Ind. 
Mundell, Lewis Leo Alameda, Calif. 
Nelson, Hilmer Cannon Burton, Wash. 
Paige, Potter Brooks Washington, D.C. 
Peterson, Nomnan Lewis San Antcnio, Texas 
Pierce, George Everill Montague, Mass. 
Proper, Louis William Modesto, Calif. 
| Randolph, Jack Lindley Porterville, Calif. 
Raybolc, Leslie Pine Knot, Calif. 
i Reyno.ds, John Markward Mobile, Ala. 
|Riverd, Francis Leslie Detroit, Mich. 
| Robersson, Wm. iess, Jr. Chari.ctte, N.C. 
Rockwood, Ralph Charles Sapulpa, Okla. 
Reot, Berton Medison, S.D. 
Schmid, Herman Alfred Pasadena, Calif. 

Selser, James Clyde, Jr. New Orleans, La. 
Suith, Douglas Whitehill Mill Valley, Calif. 
Snyder, Graves Hubbard Charleston, W. Va. 
Todd, Pavl Engberg San Antonio, Texas 

Williams, Douglas. Ellswerth Washington, D.C. 


Nunn, Colo. 
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STATION ASSIGNMENT OF NEWLY APPOINTED OFFICERS 
Special Orders of the War Department, Wace 
ly issued, announce the date of rank of the 50 
newly a ointea officers cf the Air Corps, 
Regula Fhe, as October 1, 1936, and their as- 
signment to Air Corps wc as follows: 


To Barksdale .e¢ Field, La. 





— Lieuats. Ford, AST all and Kellogg. 
To Brooks Fi eld, Texas: 

Lieuts. Haugen, Cornett, Peterson and Snyder. 
To Hamilton Field, Calit+.: 

Lieuts. Mundell, Pierce, Coddingtcn, Proper, | 

Randolph and Reynolds. 

To Hawaiian Devartment: 

Lieuts. Roc!cwocd, ~aige and Hopwood. 
To Langley Field, Va. : 














Lieuts. J Yeffus, Selser, Gist, Cunningham, 
Lee, Greenback, Williams, Robertson 
and Dane. 

To Fort Lewis, Wash.: 

Lieuts. Eoushey anc Gunn, 

To March Field, Celit.: : 
Licuts. Cook, Grith, Darrow, Hubbard, Hilger, 
Tedd, Raz-bo old. 
To Mexwell Field, Ala: 
Lieuts. Airing, Rcov, Schmid. 
To Mitchel Field, N.Y.: 

Lieuts. Hollstein, Nelson, Fisher, Allen, 

Riverd, DeMarco and Black. 
To Panama Canal Department: 

Lieut. Hutchinson. 

To Patterson Ficld, Fairfield, Ohio 


Lieut. Miller. 
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To Randolph Field, Texas: 
EDzeus. vraag 
To Selfria Field, Mich.: 
~ Tieuts. ir tcae and Guthrie. 
---000--- 





PERMANENT PROMOTIONS 

The following-named Air Corps officers hold- 
ing the temporary rank cof Major were promoted 
permenently to that rank as cf October 1, 1936: 

Major Ray A. Dvun 

Mador Fredezick F. Christine 

Major Earl S. Schoficld 

The following-named. Air Corps officers hold- 
ing the temporary rank of Lioutenant Colonel 
received permenent promotion to that rank, as 
of October l, 1936: 

Lieut. Colonel Michael F. Davis 

Lieut. Colonel Baer’ R. Harmon 

---OU0--= 


Special Orders of the War Department, recently 
issued, direct that the following-named Air 
Corvs officers, upon completion of their tour of 
duty in the Hawoiien Departcent, to proceed to 
the stations indicated for duty: 

To “krch Field, Calif: Lieut. Colonel Asa N. 

To i4itchel Field, N.Y.: Ist Lieuts. Milton F. 
Sumzerfelt and William L. Travis. 

To Randolph Field, Texas: ]st Lieuts.e William 
G. Bowyer and Charles H. Pottenger. 

To Chanute Field, Ill.: lst Lieut. Franklin S. 


Henley. 
- V-7122, A.C. 



































FLYING CADETS ASSIGNED TC OCTO“ER, 1936,° CLASS 
et Primary Flying School, Randolph Fieli,Texas 
Canlidates from Civil Life 
Daniel, William Allen Birmingham, Ala. ; Sarson, Ralph Douslas Omaha, Neb. 
Tacon, Avelin Paul, Jr. Mobile, Ala. | Livingston, Joseph Altre Mezvedith, N.E. 
Peterson, Arman Flagstaff, Ariz. | Leary, Richare W. Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Leisenring, William Pearson Tucson, Ariz. ; Erhardt, Alfred John Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. 
Daly, Joun Willian, Jr. Tucson, Ariz. | Crane, Prestun Milton Germentown, N.Y. 
Tyler, Kermit A. Berkeley, Calif. { Alberi, Americo Mt. Vernon, N.Y. 
Rawlins, Jack Leo Chico, Calif. | Wilhelm, Den Icuis, Jr. Dayton, Ohio 
Heflin, Clifford Jchn Fresno, Calif. | Mahon, Don Louis, Jr. Chickasha, Olla. 
Bleasdale, Jack Walter Palc Alte, Calif. | Mills, Frederick Willsen Ponca City, Okla. 
Reudell, Clifford Pasadena, Calif. | Hug, Geurge Wallace Salera, Ore. 
Fletcher, Gene 3. San Diego, Calif. | Keys, Paul Eugene Ligonier, Pa. 
McGinn, Fred L., Jr. Canon City, Colo. | Dwyer, Thumes A.W., dr. Philadelphia, Pa. 
Heintz, Adam J. Greeley, Colo. | Beacham, Frenk Shirley Honea Path, S.C. ' 
litchell, Mervin G. Weldona, Colo. | Alexender, Clay D. Seneca, S.C. 
Varsell, Earl New Britain, Conn. | McNickle, Marvin Leonard Vermillion, S.D. 
David, Jcffre Cleo Orlando, Fle. | Gross, Valie C., Jr. Nashville, Tenn. 
Field, Charles Williem Rocky Face, Ge. | Torrey, Alfred Janes Nashville. Tem. 
Callawey, Richard C. Washington, Ga. | James, Clyle Wolfe Amarillo, Texas 
Palmer, Paul 1‘. Carlinville, Ill. {| Dyess, Edwin Albany, Texas 
Ewing, Willerd G. Chicago, 111. | Caldwell, Howard D. Austin, Texes 
Meloney, Robert G. Chicago, Ill. / Strother, M.B., dr. Austin, Texas 
Rogers, Floyd William Chicago, Ill. {| Olmsted, Charles T. Brownsville, Texas 
Hatch, Edwin Harley Lisle, Ill. | Tayler, Ray D. Brownwood, Texas 
Miller, Warren M., Jr. Rockford, Ill. | Agan, Arthur C., Jr. Corpus Christi, Texas 
Taylor, J. Francis, Jr. -Colwnbus, Ind. | Gallagher, Francis 8. El Paso, Texas 
Connor, Albert Winslow, Ind. | Dillard, W. Ward Garner, Texas 
Grogan, Charles E. Indianapolis, Ind. | Beal, Lester Lee Houston, Texas 
Dianich, Ben Cedar Falls, Towa | siarper, Carl Lubbock, Texas 
Zwack, John A. Dubugue, Iowa; Atkinson, Gwen Grover Lufkin, Texas 
Runechey, Lyle W. Sicux City, Icwa| Korges, Woodrow Kingsville, Texas 
Tannahill, Flicyd A. Phillipsburg, Kans. | Mason, Robert Louis Post, Texas 
Younkin, Williaa Lodge Summerfield, Kans. | Reese, John T. Quitman, Texas 
Seward, Donald Earl Topeka, Kans. | Wurzbach, Clemens K. San Antonio, Texes 
Young, Charles EH. Wellington, Kans. | Huber, Paul 0. Salt Lake City, Uteh 
Elder, William Erwin Wichita, Kans. | Leavitt, Carl J. Salt Lake City, Utah 
Williams, Edwin T. North Quincy, Mass. | Morgan, Dale 0. Salt Lake City, Utah 
Bridgman, Harold V., Jr. Winthrop, Mess. | James, Herbert Walker Harrisonburg, Va. 
Dach, Kehneth M. Minneapolis, Minn. | Williems, John Stuart North Garden, Va. 
Barrett, Everett 2. St. Cloud, Minn. | Williams, Jerome Spokane, Wash. 
Cassell, Raymond ¥. Wirth, Minn. | Keeffe, Farold Michael Adams, Wis. 
Lowery, Herman F. Hattiesburg, Miss. | Caldwell, Robert Melville Madison, Wis. 
Truitt, Homer M. Booneville, Mo. | Schoephoester, Melvin W. Madison, Wis. 
Pusey, Ralph L. Kansas City, Mo. | Mattioli, Joseph E. Milwaukee, Wis. 
Hughes, Jack Wesley St. Joseph, Mo. | Prokopovitz, Julian E. Pulaski, Wis. 
Ragsdale, Gerald H. Columbus, Mont.{, «= ~=#+= 
Miller, Wilbur CG. Livingstoa, Mont. | Adams, Richard E.S. Honolulu, T. H. 
Haight, Standley S. DuBois, Neb. | Gregg, Raymond L. Bryan, Texas 
Long, Charles Frank Nerth Platte, Neb. | Warren, Hoy Edward Washington, D.C. 
Enlisted Men, Army Air Corps 
Rindom, Frenk 0., Jr. (Private) Liberal, Kans. | Stewart, Gordon Augustus (Private)Midland, Ohic 
Primary Flying School, Randolph Field,Tex. {| 98th Service Squadron, Chanute Field, Ill. 
Davey, Force (Privete) Fryeburg, Me. ; Paul, Joseph H. (Private) Marriottsville, Pa. 
Air Corps Detachment, Bostou Airport,Mass. | 14th Air Base Scuadron,Bolling Field, D.C. 
Enlisted Men, Other Branches of the Army 
O'Neal, Wilton E. (Coxporel) Hot Springs, Ark. ; Kravetz, Jeck Beltimore, Mad. ; 
Finance Office, Army anf Navy General | Slst Signal Battalion, Ft. Monmouth, N.J. : 
Hospital, Hot Springs, Arkansas. | Koshko, Joan R. Bethlehem, Pa. p 
Mortoa, Robert James Berwyn, Ill./! 5Slst Coast Artillery (Headquarters Battery) 
Co. E, 20th Inf., Fort F.E. Warren, Wyo. Fort Monroe, Va. 
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KELLY FIELD GRADUATES MORE 


Thirty-four kegular Arry officers, 
thirty-eight Flying Cadets, and one sie 
ficer of the Philipoine Coustabulary co 

rised the Class which gracuated trom 

he Advanced Flying School at Kelly 
Field, Texas, on Cctcber 7th. 

Of the 34 Officer graduates, four are 
members of the Army Air Corps namely, 
Lieut. Colonel Williem 0. As Beg Capts. 
Courtland Brown, James F, Powell and 
hobert H, _selway, Jr. These officers 

ti " 
received tie ratin, of “Airplane Pilot 
making a total of four flying ratings 
Weich they now hold, the other tluree 
pay "Airship Pilot," "Balloon Observ- 
“end "Airplane besromn* 

“te ol, Butler, Captains Brown and Powell 
speclelized in Observation Aviation and 
Captain Selway in Bombardment Aviation. 

Colonel suitier has received orders to 
report to the Commanding General, ?vesi- 
dio of San Frarcisco, Calif. , for touoo- 
rary duty ewaitia sailing ae%e to tke 
Panana Canal Devartwens, where ae will 
be on duty with she Air Corps. _vaptein 
Brown has been assisned to duty at 
Brooks Fiela, Lex "aSS Captain Powel 3 to 
Wright Fiela, Dayton, Ohio, and. veotain 
Selway to hs, ¢ th field, Fort "Br g, w.C. 

Of the revaining thirty officer grad- 
uates of the Acvarced Flying School, all 
of whom are Vest Fointers, <3 are mem- 
bers of the June, 1935, Gless of the 
U.S. Military Acacemy. There were <7 
members of this class who were acsigned 
to tie Air Corps for flying training 
It will, ther fore, be noved that 3S, 
of the mumter whe entered upon their 
flying trainin 1g eta td completed 
the one-vear cour 

The October 19 35, Class at the Air 
Corps oriuary "Flyia School orizinail; 
numoered 146 stace.tts. The total number 
of graduates was 73. Thus, exactly 50, 
of the Stideits wuo started the coarse 
came baron. nh with flying colors, receiv- 
ed their Miings" 2 nd the rating of 
"Airplane Filot.' 

The thirty officer graduates who were 
Originally commissioned in other brench- 
es of the service aud tho have been or- 
dered transferred to the Air Corps are 
enumerated below , as follows: 


MEMBERS 0% THE Ege). West POINT CLASS 
} ATi | Seas yad D3 Lie entora: ants 


Berquist, Kenneth Pe, C.E. Crookston, Minn. 
Chapman, Willis F., Sig.Corps Jackson, Miss. | 
Daly, Charles J., Int. Pacific Grove, Calif. 
Davis, Leighton I., C.E. Lyndhurst, 4. d. 
Ell: sworth, Richard E., Cav. Erie, Pa. 
Fickel, Arthas ae, FB, A. Yort Sam Houston, Texas 
Frevdenthal , Tilhelin C., Cav. Worcester, Mass. 
Gent, Thomas I » wo, ames Crestwood, N.Y. 
Glass? ford,Pelhan D. ,Jr.,Cav. Washington, D.C. 
Ingrem, Downs E. »; Medi McElhattan, Pa. 
Knowles, Samel B, ,Jr. ,Inf. Beechhurst, N.Jd. 
Mitchell, Samel C., Inf. Westerleigh, N.Y. 
Musgrave, Thomas C., Jr. Atlanta, Ga. 


ARMY FLYERS 


‘Presnell. David G., F.A. 
Rooverts, Jack, Inf. 


Atlanta, Go. 
New York, N.Y. 


i-| Russell, _Joseph G., Inf. Fert Worth, Texas 
| Saxton, Lemont, Inf. Lynchburg, Vo. 


| Shower, Albert ve, C.E. Medison, Wis. 


' Simons, Meurice 1 ley Inf. Ft. Leavenvorth,Xans. 
| Smith, George R., dre, C.E. Cororafo Bench, fla 
| Stillen, Rotez+ M. s- Feds Puedio, Colo. 


wT rn 


| Sumi, Raymond W., F.A. Neshh- ren: iim, 
| Thompson, Glenn C.,Inf. Roanoke Hanids, F.C. 
‘Totten, James W., C.A. Fort Casha, Neb. 
» | Tyer,. 
} 


Aaron W Inf. Natchez, iss. 
| Walsh, James H., F.A. Cervondale, Pa. 
| Wildes, Thomas, Cav. Brooklyn, 1.¥. 


Wilson, James V., F.A. Elwood City, Pe. 
OTHER WEST POINT GRADUATES 

| Ruestow, Pavl E., C.E.* Lynbrook, N.Y. 

| Thatcher, Eerbert 3. > 2h East Orenge,N.u. 

| *"Tirst Lieutsenent 

| TOREIGN OFFICER 

Francisco, Jose, 7rd Iieut. ,Philippine Constab- 

| ulary. 

FLYING CADETS 

Adkinson, Rourne 

. Ancerson, Arthur R. 

Anderson, George R. 

Anéerson, Jares ¥., Jr. 

Averill, Janes C. 

Barrett, Henry G. 

Eovd, Robert 

Brédaskav;, John 0. 

Chilare, Cecii dH. 

Cozrfielé, Michael J. 


Commton, Calif. 
Crafton, Pa. 
Worcester, Mass. 
Kansas City, io. 
Brettleboro, Vt. 
Little Roc, Ark. 
Askeville, I.C. 

Fi ghitend, Ind. 
Westaco, Texas 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


! Couch, Alexander P. El Centro, Calif. 
| Ferris, John wl. Detroit, Mich. 
| Funk, Ben I. Denver, Colo. 
| Gaz'¢ iner, Remmond H., dr. Albian, Mich. 
Grey, doward W. St. Faul, Minn. 
'Howe, Charles J. Clairton, Pa. 


Portlani, Ore. 


| Bai sh, Frederic %. 
Little Rock, Ark. 


Keith, Troy 


| Kennedy, William J. Oklahoma City, Okla. 
| Kent, Billy W. Braddyville, Iowa 
| Kilgore, Joan” Re Nashville, Tenn. 
i Kunze, Roy vee G. Detroit, Oregon 
|Leersei, E Purk KR, Jr. St. Paul, .«iinn. 
i Leber, Farry P.. Ih Philadelphia, Pe. 
|MeIntyre, Patrick W. Chicago, Ill. 
| Nelson, Cheries K., Jr. Hemnonton, N.d. 
; Ogden, Alban 3., dr. Des Moines Ieva 
; Chie, Farolc ¥. Kansas City, Mo. 


Orta, -lobert b Us 

Pherr, i LIA jou N . 

| Rarney, Geor ge F. 

| Rob roougna, Leonard NM. 

| Schuitt, Arthur ., Jr. 
| Scott, Caurcl hill L. ,Jr. 
ovens son, Loring F., dr. 
Thompson, Mlton E. 

! Todd, Jeck F. 

| Wangeman, Herbert 0. 


Los ingeles, Calif. 
Gainesville, Ga. 
Greenville, Mich. 
Tacoma, Wesh. 
Madison, N.d. 
Brownsville, Texas 
Lilliweup, ‘Yash. 
Portiand, Oregon 
Visalia, Calif. 
Moorpark, Calif. 
NOLE; A-Attack Aviation; B-Bomberdment Avia- 
ition; O-Observatioa Aviation; P-Pursui.t 
| Aviation. 
The officer greduates specialized in the vari- 
ous branches of combat aviation, as follows: 
Attack: Lieuts. Berquist, laly, Roberts, 
Shower, Sumi, Tyler. 
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Bomberiment: Lieuts. Ruestow Chapman, Fickel, 
Glassford, Ingrem, Mitchell, Musgrave, 
Presnell, Simons, Stillman, Thompson, Yalsh, 
Wildes. 

Observation: Lieuts. Thatcher, Ellsworth, 
Smith, Totten. 

Pursuit: Lieuts. Davis, Freudenthal, Gent, 
Knowles, Russell, Saxton, Wilson. 

The above-naned officers have been assigned 
to Air Corps stations, as follows: 
To Hawaiian Department: Lieuts. 

Thatcher, Simons and Stillwell. 

To March Ficld, Calif: Lieuts. 
and rresnell. , 

To Brooxs Field, Texas: Lieut. 

to Langley Ficld, Va.: Lieuts. 
Musgrave, Thompson and Totten. 

To Barksdale Field, La.: Lieut. Saxton. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y.: Lieut. Ellsworth. 

To Scott Field, Ill.: Lieut. Wilson. 

10 Panama Canal Department: Lieuts. Fickel, 
Freudenthal, Gent end Walsh. 

To Hawaiian Department: Lieuts. Chapman, 
Davis, Glassford, Ingram, Knowles, Mitchell, 
Roberts, Russcll, Shower, Sumi and Wildes. 

With respect to the station assignments of 
the Flying Cadct graduates, the Attack Pilots 
are slated for Barksdale Field, La.; the 
Pursuit also for Barksdale Field; the Observa- 
tion for Brooks Field, Texas; and of the 16 
Bombardment pilots, five will go to Hamilton 
Field, Calif., end eleven to March Field, 
Calif. These pilots will be assimed to 
active duty with tactical organizations under 
their Cadet status for the period of one year. 

Major Generel Herbert J. Brees, J.S. Amy, 
who was recently assigned to the commend of the | 
8th Corps Area, replacing Mejor General Frank 
Parker, retired, delivered the graduation ad- 
dress. Speaking in the Post Theatre bezore 
800 persons, General Brees cautioned the grad- 
uates not to take unnecessary chances after 
they are assigned to tactical units. He pvoint- | 
ed out that most of the casualties in the Air 
Corps resulted among the younger officers, re- 
cently graduated. 

General Brees stressed the desirability of 
the Air Corps officers to coordinate with offi- 
cers from cther branches of the service and to 
learn more about the activities cf the ground 
forces. He also reminded the Cadets that upon 
their showing of proficiency with tactical 
units depends their chances of winning reguler 
commissions in the Air Corps. 

Lieut. Jose Francisco, of the Philipvine 
Islands, the only foreign officer of the class, 
was praised for his work. General Brees point- 
ed out the future for the officer as a leader 
in air defense of the newly formed government 
in the Pecific. 

In addition to the officers of Kelly Field 
there were many visitors from the other Air 
Corps fields near San Antonio. A total of 104 
Cadets and 54 officers of the flying class of 
Randolph Field was present and made up vart of 
the reviewers of the flights of the graduates 
which preceded the presentetion of diplomes and 
the address by General Brees. 

Lieut. Colonel Roy M. Jones, acting commander 


~ 


Ruestow, 
Daly, Tyer, 


Smith. 
Berquist, 
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| of Kelly Field in the absence of Colonel Arnold 
| N. Krogstad, who was ill, was master of ceremo- 


nies. 
Brigadier General James E. Chaney, Conmandant 


| of the Air Corps Training Center, Randolph 
| Field, presented the principal speaker, General 


Brees. Chaplain George J. McMurry, of Randolph 

Field, gave the invocation and benediction. 
Eoncred guests were Colonel Henry W. Harms, 

commander of Randolph Field; Colonel Arnold D. 


| Tuttle, of the School of Aviation Medicine, 
, Randolph Field; Lieut. Colonel E.B. Lyons, 


Director of Flying at Randolph Field; and Major 
R.D. Knapp, Director of Flying at Kelly Field. 
An interesting incident in connection with 


| the graduation exercises was the presentation 
| of the 'Wings'' to Lieut. Arthur A. Fickel by 
/his father, Colonel Jacob E. Fickel, Air Corns, 


Air Officer of the Sth Corps Area, San Francis- 


| co, Calif., wno came to Kelly Field to see his 
| son graduate. 


~-=Q00--— 
AERONAUTICAL EDUCATION IN ITALIAN SCHOQLS 


An educational movement, along lines leid 


| dovn by the Ministry of Aeronautics, is being 
| carried on in Italian schools in cooperation 
' with the Royel National Aeronautics Union. The 


purpose is to imbue and familiarize Italian 
youth with the elemental phases of aeronautics. 
The program provides that the first education- 
al steps along these lines be sufficiently ele- 
mental that they may be grasped by very young 


| children whose minds are still plastic. Simple 
| cardboard models by the thousand, aerodynanic- 


ly correct in all details, are distributed 
to schzolboys with the idea of arousing, from 
the ouset, a spirit of competition. School 


' teachers are instructed by the R.N.A.U., so 
| that they may encourage the boys to build fly- 
| ing models and organize contests. 


When the 
primary interest has been eroused, the students 
receive more acvanced instruction on different 
types of aircreft. 

t the age of about 11 or 12 years, the sec- 
ond period of instruction begins. From the 
cutting out of models already designed, they 
ere now taught some of the rudiments of aero- 
dynamics. At this age the boy attends the 
school work-siop for aircraft modelling. 

Schools of this kind, all of which are under 
the supervision of the R.N.A.U., have already 
been opened in 32 Italien cities. An experi- 
mental aircraft modelling center has been set 

at R.N.A.U. headquarters for training 
school teachers. 

Each year model aircraft competitions are 
held in the larger towns, and the winners are 
sent to Rome to take part in the amual contest 
held at Littorio Airport. Last year a race 
was held at Trieste exclusively for seaplane 
mode's. 

Wnen a boy completes the full aircraft model- 
ling course he receives a certificate which is 
recog:..zed if he decides to go in for more ad- 
vanced aeronautical work. 

---000--- 

The Editor of the News Letter would appreci- 
ate contribution of material from Randolph, 

— and Mitchel Fields. 
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21ST 


HE 2lst Airship Group (less the '! 

19th Airsnip Squadron and the 

2lst Airship Greup Heacouarters) | 

S37” conducted its aunual maneuvers 
during the period September iS5th to e9th | 
' 

| 

| 





at Laxe Springfield, six mijes from 
Springfield, Ill. Major weel Creigiaton, 
Commander or the 9th Airship Scuadcron, 
Was in comaend of the cam. 

At 4:00 ain. Septewber 15th 
and 5 officers ce,eried from 
Belleville, Ill., in a 24-truck convoy. 
arrived at the camp site, 90 mi‘es | 
fov, at 7:00 a.m. Fecur hours later the 

tents thet formed tue encampment Were 
ected and ready tor service. 
The maneuvers of an Airwiap Group nat- 
urelily do not consiss of mimic Wortare. 
Iastead, the maneuvers are conrtirned vo 
living in the fieid and cavrying cut air- 
ship operations Withvat tre usual oir- 
drome facilities. Durin;: the firtesa 
days an airship fiew io end ianded at 
the maxe-snift Jauding flel? on six dif- 
ferent days. ‘The errships were she.ter- 
ed in the airship hanger ai Scotti Field 
at night and on non-fiying days. On 
each flight tne airsi:in, wiichever cne 
landed, Was moored fur a pericd varving 
from 15 miautes to four hours. Tis 
mooring experience is valusble bdotn for 
the pilots end for the maneuvering varty,! 
because the chanzsing directions aid ve- | 
locities of the Wind and the variations | 
in temperature keep everyone alert. 

On the mornings when airship opera- 
tions were not Scheduled, militacy and 
technical lectures Were given to the men.| 
All afternoons, except Suncays, were de- 
voted to lectures and supervised 
athletics. 

The camp was located in a wonderful 
spot at the edge of an artificial lake 
On pars property owned by the City of 
Springfield. The tents were shaded from 
the sun by tall, shady cakx aad walaout | 
trees. ere Was a water pipe line 
handy which supplied water for drinking 
and cooking purposes and for shower 
baths. Swinming, boating and fishi 
Were excellent in the clear, deep lake. 

First Lieut. James ©. Bean, Chaplain 
arranged various kinds of entertainient. 

Other officers oeiing y, 0 in the 
maneuvers were: Captain John A. Tarro, 
Air Corps, Communications and Transpor- 
tation Officer; Captain Gerald G. 
Johnston, Air Gorps, Adjutant and Publi- 
city Officer, and Captain John 3. Herman, 
Medical ‘gat Medical Officer. 

Colonel Frank wu. Kennedy, Commanding 
Officer of Scott Field, made numerous 
visits to the encampment by airplane and 
airship. 


100 men | 
Scott Field,| 


eC 


ga 
x 
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First Lieut. Ralph 0. Brownfield, Air 


' ed e 





Corps, Adjutant of Scctt Field, Ta. was 





AIRSHIP GkKOUP MANHUVERS 
By the Scott Field Correspondent 


scheduled to depart from that field on 
October 6th on a 4,800-mile training 
flight in a new Douglas 046A airplane. 
The flivht Was to include fourteen 
stops, the rcute bein: through the fol- 
lowing pl: ces: Fort Riley, Kansas; 
Deaver, Colo.; Salt Lake City, Utah; 
Elxo, Jevada; San Francisco, éalif. ; 
Medford and Portland, Oregon; Seattle 
and Spoxane, Wash. ; Billings, uontana; 
Belle Fourche and kapid City, South 
Daxota; worth Platte, webraska, and 
Kansas City, Misscari. 

Lieut. Brownfield estimated that the 
flight would require 28 hours! flying 
time stretched over a period of five 
days. 

---000--- 


AIk COnPS SUmMER TRAINING CAMPS 
Seventh Corps Area 
The Air Corps Reserve of the 7th Corps 
Area, under the command of Captain Harry 
C. Wisehart, Air Corps, Richards Field, 
Kansas City, ho., just completed two ex- 
Celleut suimaer tralning cauds. 

Both active duty camps Were held at 
xipley, minn. The first, from Avg. 
to Segtember oth, and the second 
Septenoer oth to September lYth. 
=o proved an ideal reservation 
treLiuing comps. : 
cnt mace aveilable for train- 

~ OF tWo Ji-G's, one Ol-ZE 
ad four FT-bA's.’ The 25h 
uot received until after the first 
over. However, with 
y those few airplanes, over 751 hours 
were flown during the two training csups. 

Yor troining, each heserve Pilot re- 
ceived the following program of instruc- 
tion: 

1. Fired 75 


) rounds on sleeve target 
towed by O-<5. 


«, Wired 75 rounds on ground target. 
3. Flew tow target airplane. 
a 


Dropped avergge of sixteen 17- 
pound dummy bombs at 100-ft. circle as 
a target. 

5. Received three artillery adjust- 
ments using the bishop trainer. 

6. Observed et least one actual ar- 
ead mission using 75 mm guns. 

ts nfantry contact missions. 

8. Twoeway radio problems with both 
Artillery and Infantry problems. 

9. Used drop message and pick up 
mopenges with 


=e 


nfantry problems. 
O. Panel work both training and with 
Infantry units in cperation. 


ll. wOsaic photography. 

lz. Qbdlioue photography. 

ls. Formation. 

14. 90 deg., 180-.deg. and 360 deg. ap- 


proaches to spot landings. 
5. Approximately average of 50 min- 
utes night flying. 
ontinued on page 42) 
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LIEUT. COLOwEL HOWARD DAVIDSON 

Lieut. Colonel Howard C. Davidson, now 
on duty as Lxecutive in the Orfice of 
the Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, 
D.C., Was born at Wharton, Texas, 
ber 15, 1890. ned 

Graduating from the United States «ili- 
tary Academy June le, 1913, he Was com- 
missioned a second lieutenant and assign- 
ed to the 22nd Infantry. He served with 
this regiment at Texas City, Texas, from 
September, 1913, to novemoder, 1914; at 
waco, Arizona, to February, 1915, and at 
Douglas, Arizona, to July, 1915. On 
July 1, 1915, he was transferred to the 
e4tno Infantry, and he served with this 
regiment in the Philippines until Sept- 
ember, 1915, Whea he Was trensferred to 
the c/th Infantry. 

Detailed to the Aviation Section, Sig- 
nal Corps, he attended the Aviation 
School at San Diego, Caiif., and upon 
the completion of the course of flying 
training received the rating of Junior 
wilitary Aviator. 

Colonel Davidson joined the lst Aero 
Souadron at Coluubus, wew Mexico, in 
September, 1916, and served on border 

atrol and also with the Punitive Expe- 

ition at El Valle, mexico. In February, 
1917, he joined the Srd Aero Scuacron 
and served With this organization until 
way, 1917, when he Was assigned as Con- 
mandant of the School of Mi itary Aero- 
nautics, Cornell University, Ithaca,w.Y. 

in October 1917, he sailed for duty 
overseas, and Was stationed at Peris aad 
later at Tours as Personnel Oificer at 
Alr Service Headouarters to sebruary 
1918. He was Officer in Charge of Fly- 
ing at the <nd Aviation Iustsuction Cen- 
ter at Tours, France, to August, 1918; 
Corps Air Service Commander, 7th ec! 
ig ot September, 1918, to April, 1919; 
at Paris as student at’ Sorbonne Univ 
sity, April to July, 1919. 

Upon his return to the United States 
in August, 1919, Col. Davidson was as- 
signed to mcCool: Field, Dayton, Chio, 
for duty in the Power Plant Section. He 
assumed the ef of Supply Officer on 
November.1, 1919; Quartermaster fror 
August td October, 1920, in addition 
to his other Guties, and upon his be- 
ing relieved from this position in 
September, 1921, he Was assizned as stu- 
dent at the Air Service Engineering 
School, wcCook Field. Upon his gradua- 
tion from this School in July, 192 
he Was assigned to duty as Assistant 
Military Attache at the American Embassy, 
London, #nzland. 

At the end of his four-year tour of 
duty in London, Colonel Davidson, in 
September, 1920, was assigned to duty at 
Mitchel Field, «.Y., where he served as 
Operations Officer and. performed: vari- 
ous other duties, until December 16,1927, 


er- 
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| march Field, Calif. 
| 19th was tranusferre 


| 


upon his graduation pursued the course of 


| After several weeks of duty as commanding 
| officer of Mitchel Field, he was, on Jan- 
| wer 
| Bol 
| rr Y: z 
| mand of Boliing 
Septem- in order to att 


SNES: 


ad to the command of 
nz Fielac, D.C. Relieved of the com- 
Field August 24, 1932, 

end the Air Corps Tactical 
School, Maxwell Field, Ala., Col. Davidson 


y 4, 1928, assigne 


Lin: 
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instruction at the Command and General 
Starf Sciiool, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
His next assignment Was with the 19th 
Bombardment Group at Rockwell Field, 
Coronado, Calif. He commended this organ- 
ization both at Rockwell Field and at 

to Which station the 
a following the aban- 
donment of Rockwell Field as a station 


| for Air Corps troops. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
{ 


| Alabama Nati 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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|Ee was on duty Wi 


|Aevial Observers at Fort Sill, Oxla., 


Colonel Davidson Was transferred to the 


| Office of the Chief of the Air Corps and 


assigned as Executive Officer on Septen- 
ber 9, 1936. 
-=-=000-—. 


LIHUT. COLOwEL ASA wORTH DUNCAN 


Lieut. Colonel Asa w. Duncan, Air Corps, 


| who is being relieved at this writing as 


Commandin, Officer of the Sth Composite 
Group, luxe Field, T.H., by reasou of 
the expiration of his tour of foreign 


| service, Was born at Leighton, Alabaua, 


March 30, 189<¢. He attended Sheffield, 
Ala., High School from 1906 to 1909; 
State wormal College, Florence, Ala., 
from 1909 to 1911; and Alabama Polytech- 
nic Institute from 1911 to 1913. 

Enlisting in Company K, end Infantry, 
Onai Guard, Septeuber 14, 
1914, he served therewith until Septem- 
ber 26, 1915, When he Was commissioned a 
first lieutenant, lst Alabama Cavalry. 

th this organization in 

Federal Service, with station at San 
Aatoailo, Texas, from December 9, 1916, 
to May -, 1917. 

On Jamery 9, 1918, Col. Duncan was 
detailed to the Air Service School for 


and upon his graduation therefrom, April 
27, 1218, ne was stationed at the Avia- 
tion Concentration Camp at Cainp Dick, 
Dallas, Texas, oy 1 to June 1, 1913, and 
at Taliaferro Field, hicks, Texas, where 
he took the aerial ery course, June 
to Jure 22, 1918. on the latter date he 
Was rated as Aerial Observer. 

Ordered vo duty overseas, he was sta- 
tioued at the cnd Aviatioa Instruction 
Center at Tours, France, August 14,1918, 
to September <0, 1918. On September 23rd. 4 
ne was assigned to the 9lst Aero S~mad- 
ron, lst Army, at Vavincourt, France, be- 
ing on duty as Observer and Operations 
Officer. He served with the 9lst Scuad- 
ron, When attached to the Third Army 
from November 18, 1918, to April 9, 1919. 

Colonel Duncan was cited in orders by 
the Air Service Commander, First Army, c 
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for having set an excellent example to | 
the officers and enlisted men of his or- 
ganization by his remarkable exhibition 
of coolness and bravery in combat and 
his exceotional devotion to duty under 
all circumstances. 

On October 9, 1918, while teking pho- 
tographs from the leading airplane of a 
formation of three from Damvillers to 
Jemetz, over the latter town fourteen 
enemy pursuit ret soem Were encountered 
and a running. fight ensued all the way 
back to Brieulles-Sur-Meuse. Colonel 
Duncan, then a Cantain, Who was observer 
in an airplane piloted by Lieut, George | 
C. Kenney (now ajor, Air Corps) finisn- 
ed tasking his photograpns during the ai- 
tack, shooting down one hostile aircraft 
for which he received oficial confirma- 
tion, and taking part in the remainder 
of the fight during which two other ene- 
my aircraft were cestroyed. 

On October 10, 1918, While acting as 
observer in an airplane protecting a 
pe phic mission between Dun and 

tenay, Colonel Duncan's effective fire 
kept off an attack by six hostile air- 


Craft and enabled the photographic plane 
hp finish its mission and return safely 
ome. 
On October 25, 1918, while protecti 


another photographic mission from Lun to} 
hee o a vatrol of approximately fifty 
hostile aircraft Was encountered over 
Sassy-Sur-weuse. Colonel Duncan fought 
until both his guns were hopelessly 
jammed by shots which pierced both his 
magazine drums. During the combat he 
Was twice knocked down by the impact of 
shots against his gun mount, but wita 
his coccpit and flying clothes riddled 
With bullets he got up and continued 





to operate his guns as long as they func- 
tioned. The photogra 
enabled to escape Wi 

Were of considerable misitary value. 


en from the course twice b 
suit in superior uumbers, Colonel Duncan 
Succeeded in getting the photographs be- 
tween Stenay and i.ontmedy that he had 
been assigned to texe. Although his an- 
munition was partly used up during the 
first and second combats, he succeeded 
in holding off a third attack of nine 
enemy aircraft in a running fight which 
lasted all the way from Stenay to Verdun. 

On November 3, 1918, Colonei Duncan 
Completed an exceptionally successful 
reconnaissance mission from Jametz to 
wontmedy, and to the east of that line 
to which special attention was called in 
the Air Service operations report of that 
sey; On account of adverse Weather con~ 
ditions, the mission was flown for the 
most part at low altitudes, and the air- 
lane Was continuousl sudjected to 

eavy anti-aircraft fire. Twice hostile 
pursuit endeavored to drive the airplane 
off, but each time by temporarily taking 


ic plane was thus| Sth Coniposite Grou 
photogrepas which; He is now under orders to 
| march Field, Riverside, C 
On October 31, 1918, after being driv- | 
hostile pur- | 





advantage of concealment in clouds the 


mission Was continued. 

Colonel Duncan returned to the United 
States with the 9lst Aero Squadron, and 
he was stationed at Park Field, willing- 
toa, Tenn., until March 24, 19¢l, when — 
he was assigned to duty as student at the 


Air Service Primary Flying School at 
Carlstrom Field, Arcadia, Fla. Complet- 
ing his primary flying treining, he pro- 


ceeded to the Advanced Flying School at 
Kelly Field, Texas, for advanced train- 
ing as oa bomberdmeut pilot. He gradust- 
ed in January, 192<, and Was rated "Air- 
Plane Pilot. 

For four years thereafter, Colonel 
Duncan was stationed at Birmingham, Ala., 
es Instructor of the wational Guard Air 
Service, State of Alabama. He was then 
transferred, in August, 1927, to Langley 
Field, Va., where he Was a student at 
and graduated from the Air Corps Tactical 
School, June, 1929. He remained at 
Langley Field and commanded the 20th Bom- 
bardment Scuadron, and at various periods 
temporarily commanded the Second 3ombard- 
ment Group. 

After completing a two-year course at 
the Coumaud and Geaeral Staff School at 
Fort Leavenworth, ZXansas, Colonel Duncan, 
in July, 1931, Was assigned to oony in 
the Schools Section, Training and Opera- 
tions Division, Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 

During the operation of the Air siail by 
the Army Air Corps, he Was assigned as 
Chief of the Intelligence and Press Rela~ 
tions Section, G-2, Office of the Chief 
of the dir ey 

hk a brief period of seryice as 
Assistant Executive, Office of the Chief 
of the Air Corps, Cwlonel Duncan was 
trausferred to the Hawaiian Department, 
Where he Was placed in command of the 
and of Luke Field. 
roceed to 
if., for duty. 
---000--- 


wEW ALTITUDE KECORD BY BRITISH PILOT 


Subject to official homologation by the 
Federation Aeronautique Internationale, 
the world's altitude record stands at 
present to the credit of Great Britain. 
Recndeen Leader F.R.D. Swain, of the 
noyal dir Force peers a bristol mono- 
Plane powered with a Bristol Pegasus en- 
gine of a special type, recently reached 
an altitude of 15,2350 meters (49,967 
feet), taus eclipsing the record of 
48,674 feet made by the French pilot, 
Detre, who flew a Potez airplane. ; 

Scuadron Leader Swain took off on this 
altitude flight at 7:30 a.m. and landed 
at 10:50 a.m. 

Known as the Bristol 138, the monoplane 
used on this record~breaking altitude 
flight is a low-wing type, constructed 
mainly of wood, except the engine mount- 
ing and cowling. Loaded for the flight, 
the plane woished 5,310 pounds. 
ad V-7122, A. C. 
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r Co.rs Sumer Training Cemps 
(Continued from Fage 9) | 


16. Cross-country. flight overnight. | 

The scores on aerial machine gunnery 
and bombing were very satisfactory, some 
scores being exceptionally high. 

Night observation missions Were made . i 
on Artillery in comens} aged ositions. | 
These positicas were ege n observed with 
dawn patrol with excellent results from 
the pilots and observers. Battery F, 
14th Field Artillery, was the only unit 
not found of the fcur units in position. 

Night flying Was accomplished by the 
use Of several automobile headlights to 
light the landing area and colored flash 
te for running lights. 
tillery adjustment missions were 
completed with an average of less then 
ten minutes frem target desiguation to 
the end of the problem. 

Motor transportation and supplies were 
moved from Kansas City, Mo., to Camp 
Ripley, a distance of 610 miles; camp 
set up; airplanes maintained; and supply, 
photographic gunaery, bombing, radio, 
guard, camp police and other departments 
were operated with a total cf 14 men. 

The entirs operation of ali flying and 
training of Reserve officers was accon- 

lished without a single airplane being 
amaged or even scratched. 

In view of the fact that very few Re- 
serve pilots had ever received some of | 
this trainine in previous years, the 
results achieved were most gretifying. 
All reservists worked herd aad tried 
their utmost to perform each mission in 
én excellent manner, with the result thai 
a letter of commendation was received 
from Colonel J.H. Wallace 
the Field Artillery Brigade 

---000--- 


BRITISH DEVELOP "H" TYPE AVIATION ExGINE 


The unorthodox "H" shaped engine, 
Rapier Series V, has received a certifi- 
ate of type approval from the British 
Air hinistry following the completion of 
official test runs. uis engine, reted 
to deliver 315 h.p. at 10, feet with a 

cidohe power copes of 340 h.p. at. 
13,000 feet, has been designed to reduce 
head resistance normally encountered by 
air-cooled engines. ‘The net dry weigh 
of this 16-cylinder 
720 pounds; fuel and 


i 





conmanding 


oil consumption are 


air-cooled engine ig 





claimed to be low. This engine has been 
selected to power the upper component of 
the Mayo composite aircraft, which com- 
pase’ is launched in mid-air from a 


arge flying boat. 
---000--- 


On the cover page of this issue of the News 
Letter is a photograph of the first Army air- 
plane, which was accepted by the U.S. Govern- 
ment following a successful demonstration by 





Mr. Orville Wright at Fort Myer, Va., in 1909. 
~ae. -12- 





THE ENGLAND-JOHANNESBURG ATR RACE 


Fifty-two hours and 57 minutes followinc the 
start of the air race from Portsmouth, Encland, 
to Johannesburg, South Africa, the winninz plane, 
a Perci Vega Gull monoplane, powered with a 
Gipsy VI (Series II), 200 h.p. engine, landed at 
destination, covering the distance of 6,150 
miles at an average speed of 116 miles per hour, 
elapsed time, and 156.3 miles per hour actual 
flying time. 

The winning team, Messrs. C.W.A. Scott and 
Giles Guthrie, competed with eight other contest- 
ants for-410,000 prize money, the donor being 
Mr. I.W. Schlesinger, a prowinent aviation en- 
thusiast. 

Originally there were 13 entries for this 
gruelling test of present-day aircraft of British 
manufacture, but at the starting time in the 
semi-derkness of the morning of September 29th, 
four airplanes failed to appear on the line. 

The contestants, aside from the winning tean, 
were - 

C.M. Alington, Lieut. Booth and H.V. Alington 
in a B.A. Eagle, powered by a Gypsy Major engine. 

Major A.M. Miller in a Vega Gull. 

Flight Lieut. Tommy Rose and Jack Bagshaw in 
a Double Eagle plane, powered with two Gipsy Six 
engines. 

Victor Gnith in a Miles Sparrowhawk plane, 
powered with ea Gipsy Major engine. 

D. Llewellyn and C.L. Hughesdon in ea Vega Gull 

lane. 

" Waller, Findlay, Peachey and Morgan in an 
Envoy plane, powered with two Cheetah IX engines. 

Captain S.S. Halse in a Mew Gull plane, powered 
with a Gypsy Six engine. 

A.L. Clouston in a Hawk Six plane, powered 
with a Gipsy Six engine. 

All the Vegal Gull planes flown in this race 
were powered with the Gypsy Six engine. 

The route of the contestants took them through 
France, Germany, Austria, Yugo-Slavia, Greece, 
ecross the Meciterranean Sea, and from Cairo, 
Egypt, almost in a straight line down Africa to 
Johannesburg. 

Two of the contestants ~ Alington and Booth\ 
and Major Miller failed to clear Europe, the 
first-named team, while refueling their plane 
at Nurnburg, experiencing the misfortune of 
striking a bad bump while taking off, causing 
the undercarriage of their plane to fold up. 

Major Miller was out of the race when he 
hed fuel feed trouble at Belgrade, Yugo-Slavia. 

Rose and Bagshaw,, who were forced down at 
Linz, Austria, by an air lock but who continued 
on and lost several valuable hours at Athens try- 
ing to remove the trouble, were forced to give 
up at Cairo, Egypt, where in landing one leg of 
the retractable landing gear gave way and one 
propeller was brolcen. 

ictor Smith dropped out of the race at Cairo. 
He was forced down several times due to oil 
trouble and delayed to such an extent that he 
found it useless to continue in the race. 

Llewellyn and Hughesdon, who had been running 
a neck and neck race with Scott and Guthrie, 
were forced to land, due to fuel exhaustion 
caused by a leak in one tank, on the shores of 

(Contimed on page 19) 
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OBL z UARIES 


An airplane accident on the afternoon 
of September loth, near East Scherte 
Texas, cost the lives of the pilot, let 
Lieut. Andrew F. Solter, Air Corps, and 
his passenger, Flying Cadet Cerl L. 
Snelley. 

_ Lieut. Solter, who was on duty as fly- 
ing instructor at the Air Sonne Primary 
Flying School at Randolph Field, Texas, 
was at the time of the accident giving 
flying instruction to Cadet Snalfey. fue 
to causes unsnown, the pasye went into a 
spin from a comparatively low altitude. 
Observers of the accident noted that the 
airplane appeared about to come out of 
the spin just as the crash occurred. An 
investigation disclosed no structural de- 
fects in the airplane. 

Lieut. Solter was born at El Paso, 
Texas, March 4, 1904. After passing 
through the grammar schools and graduat- 
ing from the Eoliywood, Calif., High 
School, he attenced the University of 
Southern California for four yoone, spe- 
Cializing in law. Prior to his appoint- 
ment as a Flying Cadet in tae dir Corps, 
he was a member of the lidth Observation 
Squadron, California National Guard Air 
Service, 

Lieut. Solter reported at the Primary 
Flying School at March Field, Riverside, 
Calif., for flying training, on November 
: 1927. He completed the eight months’ 
course at this school on June 28, 1925, 
and was a transferred to Kelly 
Field, Texas, to complete the four 
months' advanced work at the Advanced 
Flying School, Specializing in Pursuit 
Aviation, he graduated on October 20, 
1928, on which date he was appointed a 
second lieutenant in the Air Reserve. 
His rating as an "Airplane Pilot" dates 
from October 30, 1928, 

Assigned to active duty at Rockwell 
‘som Coronado, Calif., Licut. Solter 
oined the 95th Parsuit Squadron and 
eriomed the duties of Squadron Athletic 
fficer. He was greatly interested in 
athletics and coached and played with 
the March Field basketball team. 

Passing the examination for a perman- 
ent commission in the Regular army, 
Lieut. Solter wes commissioned a Second 
Lieutenant in the Air Corps February 25, 
1929, and retained his affiliation with 
the 95th Pursuit Squadron. 

During the Air Corps Maneuvers in Ohio 
in the Spring of 1929, Lieut, Solter 
joined the ranks of the mythical Cater- 
tree Club. The accident which necessi- 

ated his energency parachate jump was 
Caused by a collisioa of two lanes of 
the 95th Pursuit Squadron at 13,000 feet 
altitude over the northern section of 
Columbus, Ohio. He jumped after leaking 
as from the tank ignited, but not be- 
ore he received burns on portions of 


aoe face not covered by his flying hel- 
et. 





On September 3, 1929, Lieut. Solter re- 
orted for duty As student at the Air 
ee Technical School, Chanute Field, 
Rantoul, 111., to pursue a course of in- 
struction in aircraft urmament. fFollow- 
ing the successful completion of this 
course and his graduation on March 14, 
1930, he returned to Rockwell Field, re- 
joined the 95th Squadron, and was assign- 
ed to duty as Squadron Armament Officer. 
He was transferred With his Soafron to 
March Field, Riverside, Calif., in Octo- 
ber, 1931. 

Lieut. Solter at different times per- 
formed various other duties as e member 
of the 95th, such_as coumander of "A" 
Flight, Scuadron Engineering Officer, 
and Peatem Supply Officer. In May, 
1934, he was transferred to the Air 
Corps Primary Flying School at Randolph 
Field, Texas, for duty as Flying In- 
structor. : 

During the nine er he was with the 
Air Corpse, Lieut. Solter accumulated 
over 2500 hours' flying time. He held 
a Department of Commerce license as 
Transport Pilot. 

An able and efficient young officer, 
he Was always cheerful, alert and co- 
operative. Modest and unassuming, he 
was Well liked by all with whom he came 
in contact, and those who knew him keen- 
ly regret his untimely death. 

Flying Cadet Carl Lothrop Smalley was 
born at Somerville, Mass., August 28 
1913. He graduated from Somerville High 
School in June, 1931, and from Boston 
University, College of Business Adminis- 
tration, in June, 1936. 

in his plication for a Flying Cadet 
appointment, Cadet Smalley stated that 
he had been interested in aviation since 
the age of ten; that in 1931 he took 
his first dual instruction at East Boston 
Airport; that he soloed in four hours, 
held a Private License with a total of 
85 hours. He further stated that his 
flying experience had been varied, in- 
Cluding cross-country flights, forced 
landings, etc., in about 25 different 
ships; that he had about 100 hours as 
pearenger and worked at an airport 

or two sumners during college as mechan- 
ic, pilot, etc. 

yollowing his appointment as ake: 
ing Cadet, in June, 1936, Cadet Smalley 
reported for flying training at Randolph 
Field on the 29ta of that month. 

Cadet Smalley is survived by his 
mother, Mrs. Helen Smalley, Sommerville, 
Mass. 

Lisut. Solter is survived by his 
widow and three children - the oldest, 
five years of age. His father, Mr. Edwin 
M. Solter,; resides in Los eles. 

The heartfelt sympathy of the dir 
Corps is extended to the bereaved fani- 
lies of these men who died in the service 
of their country. 
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WASFINGTON OFFICE NOTES : 
General Westover, Chief of the #4 
Air Corps, visited Oklahoma City 
Oklahena, on October Sth, and 
was a luncheon guest of the 
Oklahoma City Chamber of Com 
















Hy 
: \. 


merce. During the course of // 

the luncheon, the General sly 
delivered an address on 2s YR, 
military aviation problems fow¥* ~* «+. 


of today. Riser ara 
Leaving Washington at jt flkat 
9:45 a.m, Thursday, Octo —— 


ber 8th, General Westover ex THY —, 
rived at Barksdale Field, Shrevepo if \ 
a 


| 

~~ | 
Udi, | 
@ | 
’ 
La., before dark, and remained overnigh 
that post. On the following mrning he too 
off for Oklahoma City and arrived there at 
10:50 o'clock. 

During the afternoon of October 9th, General | 
Westover held conferences at Oklahoma City | 
with Unit Instructors of the Air Reserve, and | 
delivered an address in the evening at a ban- | 
gquet of the Air Reserve Association at the 
Hotel Biltmore. 

On the morning of October 10th, the General | 
gave a radio broadcast at 9:30 o'clock, and an | 
hour later he spoke at a joint meeting of the 
Unit Instructors of the Air Reserve, following 
which he departed for Wichita, Kansas, where 
he arrived at 11:45 o'clock. He visited and | 
familiarized himself in turn with the factories | 
of the Stearman Aircraft Company, the Cessna | 
Aircraft Company and the Beech Aircraft Company.| 
At 6:30 p.m, he attended a banquet under the | 
auspices of the Wichita Chamber of Coumerce, 
held in commemoration of the Diamond Jubilee of 
Kansas and dedicated particularly to the prog- 
ress of aviation. He also delivered an address | 
on that occasion. ! 

Leaving Wichita at 7:00 a.m, CTS, Sunday 
morning, October llth, he made the distance to 
Washington in slightly more then <sevenhours, 
arriving at Bolling Field at 3:10 p.m EST. 


Lieut. Colonel Robert L. Walsh, Chief of the | 
Reserve Division, and Majer Rowland C.W. 
Blessley, of that Division, also attended the 
Reserve Officers’ Convention at Oklahoma City. 
Before returning to his duties in the Chief's 
Office, Colonel Walsh will make an inspection 
trip to various Air Corps activities relative 
to Reserve matters. Major Blessley returned 
to Washington on October 12th. 

Majors Lowell H. Smith and Edward V.Harbeck, 
Jr., returned October 12th to their duties in 
the Inspection Division from detached service 
at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

On October 13th, the Chief's office had a 
rather unusual visitor in the perscn cf Major 
Arthur I. Ennis, who is on duty at St. Paul, 
Minn., as Instructor of the Netional Guard Air 
Service of the State of Minnesota. Major 
Ennis, who was accompanied on his extended nav- 
igation flight to the east by Captain Jchn W. 
Williams, Flight Surgeon, wes formerly cn duty 


‘senior Air Co 
lers, returned 





in the Information Division, and the personnel 





of that Division extended 
The climate up norea enr irs 
"Art,'' as we were went to call 

Colonel Chalmers G. Hall and Captain Jams 
C. Cluck, cf the ly Division, returned cn 
October 13th from the Engineering-Supply Cor- 
ference held at Wright Field, Ohio. 


him the g)-4 kena. 


ag ea 4 "e H 
vo sa Wed 


him. 


———- 


Major Alfred W. Marriner returned October 
8th from temporary duty at Chanute and Wright 
Fields. Captain Mervin E. Gross also returned 
the same day from a conference at Wright 
Field. 

Major Arthur E. Easterbrock, who was the 
s officer at the Srd Army Maneuv- 
o his office on October end. 

Lieut. Colonel William E. Lynd returned on 
October 2nd from a ferrying mission to the 
West Coast. 

Major Karl S. Axtater, cf the Supply Divi- 
sion, returned October 7th following a naviga- 
tion flight, in the course cf which he stopped 
at Pittsburgh, Pa; Wright Field, Ohio, and 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Celeonel William C. McChord, Chief cf the 
War Plans and Training Division, recently vis- 
ited Patterson, Chamute and Selfridge Fields 
in connection with training matters. 

Colonel Rush B. Linceln returned on October 
10th frem leave of absence. 

Recent visitors to the Chief's Office were 
Major Auby C. Strickland, of Randclph Field, 
who came for a conference, and 2nd Lieut. 
Edward S. Allee during the course of a naviga~ 
tion flight frem Chanute Field, I11l. 

Major William B. Souza, of the War Plans and 
Training Division, departed October llth for 
temporary duty at Wright Field. 

~--000--— 


AIR TRAVEL ACROSS THE PACIFIC 


It appears that a definite date has now 
been set for the beginning cf a passenger ser- 
vice cn Pan American Airways line to Manila. 

It is reported that a weekly service will 

start on October 2lst frem San Francisco and 
that an eastbound service will start from 
Manila on October 29th. When the mail contract 
was given to Pan American Airways last year, it 
was understood a passenger service would start 
within one year. The opening of the servico 
tock place on November 22, 1935. 

Loads thus far carried during mail service 
on the line have averaged about two tous pay~ 
load between California and Hawaii, and as 
much as five tons on the sherter inter-island 
legs. The mumber of passengers to be carried 
in future, in addition tc cargo, and the rates 
ef fare are yet to be announced. It is under 





stoed the Traffic Department of the line has cn 
file 1100 applications for tickets. 
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CADETS TO B= COMMISSIONED IN AIR RESERVE 


The Chief of the Air Corps has recommended to 
the War Department that 31 Flying Cadets, who 
graduated frem the Air Corps Advenced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, October 12, 1935, 
and whe will complete their year of active duty 
under their cadet status with Air Corps tactic- 
al units on October 14, 1936, be commissioned 
secend lieutenants in the Air Reserve, and that 
they be placed on extended active duty as Air 
Reserve units. Since three of these Flying 
Cadets recently passei the examination for ap- 
point:znent as second licutenents in the Air 
Corps, Regular army, 28 of these Cadets will be 
actieaily comnissioned in the Air Reserve. The 
three nevly epnointed “egular officers are: 

Graves Huoberd Snyder, of Levisburg, W. Va., 
stationed at Breoxs Field, Texas. 

Robert Windecx Hall, of Washington, D.C., 
stationed at Barksdale Field, Shreveport, La. 

John Markward Reynolds, of Mobile, Ala., 
stationed at Hamilton Field, San Rafael, Calif. 

The Flying Cadets recoumended for Heserve 
coumissions are at present on cuty at the 
Air Corps stations indicated below, viz: 

Barkscale Field, Shreveport, La. 
Shepard, Horace Armor * Wobile, Ala. 
Coulter, Theron Dufaiia, Ala. 
McKissack, Thomas LeFoy Englewood, Colic. 
Paul, Robert Coveland Watertown, Fla. 
Macklin, Raleigh Eunter * Ottawe, Kans. 
Wilson, Cy * Longview, Texas 
Kleine, Binghem Trig;* Sen Antonio, Texas 
West, Herbert Madison, Jr. San Antonio, Texas 

Hamilton Field, San Refael, Calif. 


Reid, Edward Levis Little Rock, Ark. 
Kight, Richard Theoras Claude, Tex. 
Langley Field, Hampton, Va. 

Allen, James Williem * Ithaca, N.Y. 
Bockman, Charles Eugene, Jr. * Portland, Ore. 
Thayer, Merrill Elmer Brattieboro, Vt. 
LePenske, Edvard August Tacoma, Wash. 
Mitchel Field, L.I., N.Y. 

Randall, John Laverne * Moscow, Idaho 
Remington, Peter Havens * Watertown, N.Y. 

Brooks Field, San Antonio,Texas 
Ellis, James Clcham Grecley, Colo. 
Zidiales, Stenley Anthony * Midcdleboro, Mass. 
Crank, Howell ¢. Tulsa, Okla. 
Lazarus, Willard Wright * Corvallis, Ore. 
Chapman, James W. Austin, Texas 

March Field, Riverside, Calif. 
Herlick, Conrad Joe Helendale, Calif. 
Love, Robert Carter Los Angeles, Calif. 


Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 























Malcolm, Marion * Iova City, Iowa 
Cochran, Franklin Miller, Jr.* Devidson, N.C. 
Nichols, Howard Fish Marion, Ohio 
Hedlund, Evart Wilbur * Beresford, S.D. 


Quick, Quentin Timson Bellingham, Wash. 


_ “These Flying Cadets already hold conmissions 
in the Reserve Corps of other branches of the 
Service, and they are being recommended for 
transfer to the Air Reserve. 


bhin 











WAR DEPT. ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: To Bolling Field, D.C.: 
Major Beajamin F. Griffin (icckeeat ren 
Brooks Field, Texas. - lst Lieut. Ralph C. 
Rhudy from Kelly Field, Texas. 

To Barksdale Field, La.: 1st Lieut. George 
W. Mundy from the Philippines. - lst Lieuts. 
Fronk A. Armstrong, Jr., Otto C. George and 
Thayer S. Olds from Panama Canal Denertment. 

To Rockwell Air Depot, Calif.: Major Lionel 
H. Dunlap from the Thilippines. 

To March Field, Celif.: Major Harold A. 
McGinnis (Captain) from Hamilton Field, Calif. 
To Langley Field, Va.: 1st Lieut. John S. 
MilIs from the Philippines.- lst Lieut. George 

EH. Macnair from Panama Canal Department. 

To Boston Aixport, Loston, Mass.: Ist Lieut. 
Richard ©. Cobd trom duty with the 94th Divi- 
sion, Boston, Mass., and from further detail 
with Organized Reserves, First Corps Area. 

To Selfridge Fielc, Mich.: lst Lieut. John 
K. Gernart fiom Hawaiian Department. 

To Pone Field, Fort Bragg, N.C.: Ist Lieut. 
Richera J. Meyer, from Jaweiien enna 

To Air Corps Training Center, Rendelyh Field: 
st Lieut. Robin B. Epler, from Penara.. 

To Ranilton Field, Caliz.: 1st Lieut. James 
D. Underaili from Penam Canal Department. 
---000--- 
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THIRD ATTACK GROUP TO RECEIVE CCLOMBIAN TROPHY 


In a recent communication from the Headquar- 
ters of the GHQ Air Forve, Langley Field, Va., 
to the Co:arending General of the Third Wing, 
GHQ Air Force, Barksdele Field, Shrevenort, La., 


it is stated thas the Third Atteck Group at 


that station, credited with having the lowest 
accident rate per 1,000 flying hours in the 
training year 1935-1936, will be presented the 
Colombian Trophy by the Commanding General of 
the GHQ Air Force in November, 1936, the exact 
date to be announced later. 

The Trophy atove menticned was presented to 
the GHQ Air Force, in the name cf the Republic 
of Colombia, by Wejor Benjamin Mendez, one of 
the foremost flyers in the Colombian Army, dur- 
ing the GQ Air Force Maneuvers in the vicinity 
of Miami, Fla., in December, 1935. It is pro- 
posed to award this Trophy annually to that 
Grow in the GHQ Air Force having the lowest 
accident rate per 1,000 flyirg hours each 
treining year, as determined by the Inspection 
Division, Office of the Chief of the Air Corps. 

A photographic reproduction of the Colombian 
Trov.y aopearec in the issue of the Air Corps 
News Letter of September 1, 1936. 

—=--Q00~—— 


In the record-breaking altitude flight of the 
British pilot, Squedron Leader Swain, referred 
to on page ll of this issue, it is reported 
thet he wore an airtight, electrically heated 
suit which later on almost spelled disaster. 
The tronsparent panel in the helmet became cov- 
ered with ice and Swain had to cut the panel 
with a knife, which he could only do at a lower 
height to prevent the sudden difference in 
pressure becoming too high. 
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No attempt is being made here to publish a 
complete history of the early days of U.S. Army! 
Aviation. Perhaps it may be pussible to do 
this at some ruture time when the necessary ne- | 
terial shall have been collected to furnish the | 
basis for a full story of the pioneering days 
of a combat branch of the Amy, the inuportance 
of which is assuming greater prominence with 
each passing day. 

For the present, what is presented here is 
copied from a collection of disjointed itans | 
touching on varicus events which have transpir- | 
ed between twenty and twenty-five years ago, 
when military aviation in the U.S. Army was un- | 
der the supervision of the Signal Corps. Some 
of these items may prove of interest in afford- 
ing a comparison between conditions today and 
those which prevailed in the days of the 
pioneer military aviators. 

It was not until June 30, 1909, that the 
first military plane was delivered to the Arny. 





7S CANLY DAYS OF MILITARY AVIATION 


passenger, exceeded the duration requirement 
for this first Army airplane by Pemaining in 


| the air for one hour, 12 minutes ani 40 sec- 


onds. On July SOth, with Lieut. Benjamin 0. 
Foulois as passenger, hr. Wright, on a cross- 


country trip totalling ten miles, five with 


the wind and five against it, exceeded the 
speed requirement by averaging 42 miles per 
hour, which entitled him to a bonus of $5,000 
ever the contract price of $25,000. 

Following the formal acceptence of the air- 
plane by the U.S. Government, Orville Wright 
left for Germany while his brother Wilbur re- 
neained in this country to give flying instruc- 
tion to Lieuts. Lahm, Foulois and Humphreys. 
The two first named officers completed the 
course, but Lieut. Humphrey was relieved from 
aviation duty and subsequently left the Arny. 

Army aviation as it existed in the latter 
part of 1909 boasted of a personnel cf 3 offi- 
cers end 10 enlisted men. The equipment con- 
sisted of one airplane, an airship, a free 


Proposels for this plane were opened by the | balloon, a small captive balloon, and a 200-ft. 


Signal Corps, U.S. Army, on Februsery 1, 1908. 


The specifications for this first airplane 


appear elsewhere in this issue of the News 
Le ter. 

There were 22 bidders, and the bids ranged 
from $500 tc $10,000. The bid of the Wright 
Brothers was $25,000, and the War Department, 
evidently convinced that they were the only 
ones competent to fulfill the contract, final- 
ly awarded it to them. 

In September, 1908, Orville Wright arrived 
at Fort Myer, Va., and started demonstrating 
= Wright machine to interested Army offici- 

Se 
ing mechanism out of its shed, and with only 
a little effort rose grecefully ani easily into 
the air. In less than en hour he circled the 
parade ground 57 times at a height of about 
100 feet. In the afternoon, he acccmplished 
the first flight exceejing an hour's duration, 
completing 55 rouncs in 6? minutes and 15 sec- 
onds. Later he took Lieut. Fran's P. Lahm es 
passenger for a flight of six minutes and 42 
seconds. 

Contimiuing his exhibition flights, Mr. Wright 
eon September 12th established ae nev duration 
record for pilot and passenger, although the 
plane was in the air only 9 minutes and 6 sec- 
onds. His passenger on this flight was Major 
George 0. Scuier, Signal Corps, who wes Chief 
Signal Officer cf the Army during the World War 
and was well known for his activities in the 
field of radio. 

The first Army officer to meet his death in 
en airplane crash was Lieut. Thomas ©. Selfridge 
of the Field Artillery. Flying as a passenger 
with Mr. Wright on September 17th, the plane 
went out of control, due to the breekins of the 
propeller, anc crashed. 
ly injured and Lieut. Selfridge died a few 
hours after the eccident. Further experiments 
in 1908 were discontimed. 

1909 


In July,. the “right Brothers returned to Fort | ; 
{wera kept busy at College Park, Md., the site 


Myer wita a new airplane. Towards the end of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
On September 9th, he moved his odd-look- : was ordered from Wa-uington to Fort Omaha as 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. Wright wes severe- , 


' balloon and airship shed at Fort Omaha, Neb. 


1910 
At Fort Sam Houston, Texas, during the month 


| of June, Lieut. B.D. Foulois made six flights 
| in the Army's Wright airplane, the longest be- 
| ing one hour and two minutes. 


High winds and 
considerable rain prevented flights on most of 
| the days. 
Three instructors end 17 student officers 
| of the Army Sigual School from Fort Leavenworth 
| were on temporary duty at Fort Omaha fron May 
| 10th to 15th. Captsin Charles DeF. Chandler 


instructor. Lecturcs were given, also practic- 
al instruction in the genevation and compres- 

' sion of hydrogen, svcieadiug and inflation of 

' balioons. The Drachen ceptive dalloon made 

| several ascents, and thee was one free bal- 

| loon trap with Captain Chandler as pilot and 

| Captain R.c. Birt anc Lieus. W.N. Easkell as 
aids. Signal Corps Dirigi»le Balicon io. 1 
was also used, being manned by Captain 
Chandler as pilot and Lieut. Haskell as engin- 
eer. 

From June 1 to June 7, Lieut. Foulois made 
five flights at Fort Sem Houston, Texas, in 
gusty winds up to 15 miles per hour, varying 
in length from 5 to 14 minutes. No flights 
were maije after June 7th, as the aeronautical 
| detachment was sent to Leon Springs to assist 
|in installing the aununciator buzzor system at 
j that place. 
| Cepvein Arthur S. Cowan, Signal Corps, was 
| 


placed in charze of the Aeronauticel Division 
on June lst, relieving Captain Chandler. 
1911 
The Senate passed ‘the »ill containing an ap- 
propriation of $125,000 for army aeronautics, 
previously passed by the House, on February 


! 
i 


| 7th, and made $25,000 immediately available. 


ee 


During July, the Anay Wright machines 


that month, Orville Wright, with Lieut. Lahm as | ef the first Army Aviation School, estabJished 
i gee kie’ . V-7122, A.C. 
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by the Signal Corps in dune, 1911. No less 
than 127 flizhts. were made up to July 20th, 
during which 56 passengers were carried. 
Flights over Washington from College Park oc- 
curred twice during the month by army aviators. 

On July 6th, Lieut. Milling, when trying for 
a pilot's license, landed five feet from point 
maried as starting and landing point. On July 
7th, an altitude of 3,260 feet was reached by 
Lieut. H.H. Arnold. Lieut. Milling with Lieut. 
Kirtland as passenger flew to Washington Bar- 
racks, D.C., landed, and flew back; highest al- 
titude 2,200 feet. On July 10th, Lieut.Arnold 
with Lieut.. Kirtland as passenger flew to 
Washington end returned, without intermediate 
landing; time 40 minutes; highest altitude, 
2,400 feet. On duly 18th, Lieut. Arnold, dur- 
ing a flight of 27 minutes, 35 seconds, reach- 
ed an altitude of 4,167 feet. The following 
officers were on duty at the Signal Corps Avia- 
tion School, College Park: Captain C. DeF. 
Chandler, Commanding; Ceptain Paul W. Beck, 
Lieuts. R.C. Kirtland, Henry H. Arnold, Thomas 
DeW. Milling. 

The U.S. Army Aviation Squad at College Park, 
Md., settled dovm more or less to a matter of 
routine. The aviators so far are Lieut. 
Milling, handling the Burgess-Wright plane; 
Lieut. Arnold, the straight Wright. Both of 
these officers were trained at the Wright fac- 
tory at Dayton, Chio. They have in turn train- 
ed Captain Chandler and Lieut. Kirtland. 

The longest cross-country flight from the 
camp was to Frederick, Md., 41 miles, by Lieut. 
Arnold with Captain Chandler, to visit the 
National Guard camp there. They returned that 
night. 

Captain Paul W. Beck is flying an S-cylinder 
Curtiss. Lieut. Frank M. Kennedy, 10th Infant- 
ry, is to be the first Curtiss pupil. There is 
a good deal of rivalry between tne Wright and 
Curtiss men. 


The Sisnal Corps Aviation School departed 
from College Fark on the afternoon cf Nevember 
28th, and arrived et Augusta, Ga., at midnight 
on the 29th. Captain Chandler, Lieuts. Arnold, 
Kirtland, Milling and J.P. Kelley (Medical Re- 
serve Corps) and 19 enlisted men of the Signal 
Corps made the trip in a special train of nine 
cars. 

The Wright, Burgess-Wright and two Curtiss 
airplanes, and all other equipment pertaining 
to the school was taken along, including 
horses, wagons and mules. 

The new site for the Aviation School during 
the winter is on the Barnes farm near the east 
boundary of Augusta. There are several hundred 
acres of level land used only for raising hay; 
these fields afford ideal conditions for the 
instruction of beginners. The average wind ve- 
ny of Augusta during the winter months is 
very low, and it is expected that many airplane 
flights will be made practically every day. 

During the first week of December, the Avia- 
tion School got well started for the winter 
season, The Wright, Burgess-Wright and eight- 
prong Curtiss airplanes were assembled and 

own. 

The flights of special interest were: one 


| 
| 





| 
| 
| 





| 


around the city on December 7th at an altitude 
of 2500 feet by Lieut. Kirtland, and on the 9th 
both Lieuts. Kirtland and Arnold went around 
the city at an average altitude of 2500 feet. 

On the 8th, Lieut. Arnold ascended to an al- 
titude of 4100 feet. Lieut. Milling has been 
learning to fly the Curtiss type. His instruc- 
tion began at College Park under the direction 
of Captain Beck. 

During the fall of 1911, flying officers from 
College Park participated in flying meets, and 
were highly successful. One officer establish- 
ed a new world's enduranse record of one hour 
and 53 minutes, flying with two pessengers at 
the meet on Long Island. Three military air- 
ae ge were used during the maneuvers held in 

he vicinity of Bridgeport, Conn., during 
August, and thoroughly demonstrated the value 
of acrial reconnaissance. The first successful 
hight flight was made at College Park in 
October. 

1912 

From January 14 to February 11, the officers 
at the Army School at Augusta, Ga., made 75 
flights, totalling 24 hours, 33 mimites. The 
heavy fall of snow and bad weather prohibited a 
bigger aggregate. 

La. Wilbur Wright was a visitor the last of 
January, and he cheerfully answered a steady 
flow of questions from the officers concerning 
prospective improvements in military airplanes 
and aviation in general. 

On February Sth, Lieut, F.ii. Kannedy, 10th 


Infantry, qualified for an aviation pilot 
license. e tests were made with a Curtiss 
biplane. On the same day, Lieuts. Kennedy and 


Arnold in the Wright plane flew over and 
around the city of Augusta at an altitude of 
about 1500 feet. Later in the efternoon, while 


| starting in the fast Curtiss airplene, Captain 
| Beck met with an accident which camletely 


, wrecked the machine. Fortunately, Captain 





Beck escaped without injury. 

Lieut. Arnold was up for 59 minutes on Jamu- 
ary 25th, attaining an altitude of 4,764 feet. 
The Army avietors have agreed not to try alti- 
tudes above a mile, as that is sufficiently 
high for practical purposes. 

The last day of flying at Augusta for the 
Aviation School was March 28th, after which 
the airplunes were packed for shipment and the 
loading of the cars proceeded for the next 
three days. 

On the afternoon of April 1st, the School de- 
parted on a special train of ten cars, arriving 
at College Park on the afternoon of the 2nd. 
While at Augusta, the School made a total of 
436 flights, having a total duration of 81 
hours and 18 minutes. Out of the 124 days at 
Augusta, not including Sundays and the time en- 
gaged in packing or umpacking airplanes, the 
officers were flying 58 days. On some of these 
days, rain or high winds pernitted a few flights 
only early.in the mornings or late in the even- 
ings. 

The Signal Corps now owns 3 Standard Wright, 
1 Burgess-Wright and 2 Curtiss airplanes, and 
here have been ordered 1 dual yer: to Curtiss 
lately delivered), 1 Burgess and 4 Wright ma- 
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chines. 

During the wee: of March 17-24, the attention 
of the Arny Aviction School was taken up prin- 
cipally with the tests of the new dual control 





Curtiss airplune designed especially as a mili- | 
Aviator Charles | 


tary weizht-carrying machine. 
A. Walsh of the Curtiss Company did the flying 
and represented the senufacturer. During the 
trials Mr. Walsh made a total of 17 flights, 
and, in addition to these, the officers made 
18. The speed of the new plane wes 53.1 miles 
per hour, an excess of 8.1 -niles over the 45 
mpeh. called for in the specifications. The 


two-hour endurance test was also exceeded, the | 
plane maintzining continuous flight of 2 hours, | 


1l minutes, at 300 feet altitude. 


Manila, >.I., has been erected on the plains on| 


the shore of Lake Laguna, neer Fort licKinley, 
above five miles from Manila. 
which are covered with rice fields afford 


splendid landing snots. Lieut. Lahm has charge | 


of the aviation work. The climate is most fa- 
vorable. 

An innovation in signal work in the Philip- 
pine Division has resulted from the fact that 
an airplane was received in February. 


The machine is a type B, Wright airplane, 30 | 
h.p., with floats, and a supply of spare parts. | 


A hangar, 50' x 75', inside dimensions, with 
concrete floor, galvanize’ iron roof, sliding 
doors entirely across the front, and large 
enough to accommodate two assembled machines, 
was erected by the Quartermaster's Department 
on the reservation, adjacent to the polo field 
at Fort William bcKinley, at a cost of 
$1,809.91. 

First Lieut. Frank P. Lehn, 7th Cavelry, was 
detailed for temporary duty with the Signal 
Corps for avintion work, and entered upon this 
duty March 11, 1912. Two noncomaissioned offi- 
cers and four men of the Signal Corps, select- 
ed for their mechanicel ability and especially 
fox their exoerience with gasoline engines, 
were assigned to duty as mechanics. 

The airplane was assembled and flown for 
first time March 2lst. Thereafter flights 
made every morning. The total time in the 

to June 39th vas 4 hours and 5 minutes. 

On June 14th, Corporal Vernon L. Burge, Sig- 
nal Corps, of the aviation detachment, success- 
fully fulfilled the requirexents of the Inter- 
national Aeronautical Federation for an avia- 
tion pilot's license, and on June 28th Lieut. 


the 


Moss L. Love, Signel Corns, successfully vassed 


the same test. 

There are at present three aviators (Lieuts. 
Lehm and Love and Corp. Burge) in the Philip- 
pine Division and one airplane. Requisition 
has been sutmitted for two airplenes, one a 
high power vachine suitable for use in comnec- 
tion with the defenses of Corregidor Island, 
the other a type 'B", Wright mechine suitable 
for use at mancuvers or wherever needed. 

NOTE: Lieut. Iove was killed in an airplane ac- 
cident in 1913, and Love Field, Dallas,Texas. 
wes named in his memory. Corporal Burge is 
now a Lieut. Colonel in the Air Corps. 





Great flat lands | 


were | 
air | Frederick B. Hennessey, 3rd Field Artillery. 


s- 


| rinc the year ending June 30, 1912, 1500 
| flights were made by officer aviators at the 
| Aviation School at College Park. This mmber 
| does not include the hops across the field by 


beginners. 





| In June, the first fatelity occurred at 

| College Park. Al Welsh,.civilian flying in- 

| structor of the Wright Company, was sent there 
| with a new type of military plane for deion- 

' stration purposes. During the course of a 

| climbing test, when a dive pean the climb, 
| the airplene disintegrated in the air and 

| crashed, resulting in the death of the pilot 

| and his passenger, Lieut. Leighton W. Hazel- 

| hurst. 

An accident at San Antonio, Texas, May 10, 
1911, which resulted in the death of Lieut. — 
| C.E. Kelly, in whose honor the present field , 
there is named, resulted in the suspension of 
flying activities there, and Captain Beck, the 
renaining pilot at San Antonio, was sent to 
College Park. Training activities contimued 
| at College Perk throughout the summer, further 
| experiments being conducted with radio and 

photography. Frequent flights were made to 
| Washington Barracks, some twelve miles distant, 
i where an auxiliary landing field had been con- 
structed. 

With the entire Air Service concentrated at 
College Park, the personnel comprised 12 offi- 
cers and 39 enlisted men, and the equinment 
consisted of 12 Wright and Curtiss planes. 


On September 24th, en order issued at the 
Signal Corps Aviation School at College Park, 
Md., annownced the following organization: 

Coumandant: Capt. Charles DeF. Chandler, 
Signal Corps. 

Secretary? 
| Infantry. 
| Quartermaster: 2nd Lieut. Lewis C. Rockwell, 
| 10th Infantry. 
| Corumissary: 2nd Lieut. Frank M. Kennedy,10th 
| Incantry. 

: Gurgeon: lst Lieut. John P. Kelly, Medical 
| Reserve Corps. 
| Officer Cormanding Fnlisted Detachment: Capt. 


lst Lieut. Roy C. Kirtland, 14th 


' Instructors: lst Lieut. Kirtland; 2nd Lts. 
|Henry H. Arnold, 29th Infantry; Thomas Dev. 
‘Milling, 15th Cavalry. 

| Suumary Court Officer: lst Lieut. Harry 

| Graham, 22nd Infantry. 

| Other officers stationed at College Park in 

| 1912 were Captain Paul W. Beck, 17th Infantry; 

| 1st Lieuts. Harold Geiger, Coast Artillery Corps; 
| Sernmel H. McLeary and L.W. Hazelhurst, Jr. 

, An automatic machine gun wes fired from an 

| airplane on the College Park Field, demonstrat- 

| ing the possibilities of airplanes for offen- 
'sive warfare. This is the first case known of 
the use of a machine gun from heavier-then-air 

| flying machines. Other experiments were conduct- 
| ed with verious signaling systems and a device 
2 dropping explosives. Later, this device 





was taken to Europe, where it won first prize 
'in the competition conducted by the French Arny, 
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the winninz record being 12 cut of 15 projec- 
tiles (15 pounds eech) hitting a target 60 feet 
in diameter from an altitude of 656 feet; elso 
8 hits out of 15 on a target 125 by 375 feet 
from an altitude of 2,624 feet. 

Two airplanes from College Park were sent to 
Connecticut for participation in the maneuver 
during the month of August. As these machines 
were of the old type, it was impossible to car- | 
ry observers, except under the most favorable 
conditions. As the conditions during the man- 
euvers were far from ideal, it was necessary 
for thie operator to make his own observations 
in addition to piloting the machine. Under 
these disadvantnges, however, the results were 
good. The inioruation obtained was accurate 
and covered tie whole field of overetions. 

Airplanes were used for the first time in the | 
United States in connection with the observa-_ , 
tion of Field Artillery fire from Novenber 5 to | 
November 13, 1912. The airvlanes were used to | 
locate targets, five the range and direction 
from the battery, and locate the hits with ref- | 
erence to the targets, giving the necessary cor-' 
rections. 

There were three methods used to transmit in- 
formation from the airplane to the firing bat- 
tery. The first and most successful wes radio 
telerraphy. Ly tiis means it was not found ne- 
cessary for the airplanes to remain in special 
position with reverence to the battery, as the 
airplanes can observe the effects of fire from 
front, rear, or citker flank, and communicate 
with the battery without difficulty. Second, 
dropping cards. It is found necessary in this | 
method for the airplane to remin over the bat- | 
tery when the cards are drovped. If the cards 
are dropped when the airplenes are some dis- 
tance from the battory, there is considerable 
delay in obtaining the infomation. Third, the 
smokeesignal method. This wes not found as 
successful as the other two on eccount of the 
churning of the eir by the propellers cf the 
machine and tie lampblack accordingly dissipat- 
ed. However, this method may be used for short 
distances very satisfactorily. 

The tests proved conclusively that the use of | 
observers in sirplanes in connoction with artil-| 
lery fire ai hidden targets is entirely practic-'! 
able and furnishes means of reacuing the tar- 
gets which could not be found otherwise. 

When the airplane ascended to an altitude of 
about 2,000 feet it was possible to see the re- 
verse side of slopes of hills and locate ter- 
gets thereon that could be found in no other 
way, and when the battery opened fire the posi- 
tion of hits could be located umch more accu- 
rately and the range corrected by this kind of 
observation with more certeinty than dy any - | 
other means of fire control tried so far. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Delivery was mde by the Wright and Curtiss 
companies of scout airplanes of the latest 
type up to that tine, and the first tests of 
machines uncer these new specifications were | 
— during October and November at Fort Riley, 

ansas. 





werent | 
In November, for reasons of climate, the 


training school at College Park was discontin- 


; it proved a fatal decision, 


! once. 


ued for the winter, and during the winter 
months the aviation school was again conducted 
at Augusta, Ga. There were five officers 
present for duty and seven airplanes for in- 
struction purposes, including a Burzess-Wright 
tractor. 

At San Diego, Calif., there had been estab- 
lished a temrovary school of instruction, for 
the use 02 which the Govermment p:id nominal 
rental, end instruction was carried on with 
hydrosirplanes and flying boats. 

omen 

Four officers detailed for aviation duty with 

the Signal Corps and who reported at College 


| Park, were ordered to the factories ani schools 


of vanufacturers for preliminary instruction. 
Lieuts. Park, Goocier and Brereton proceeded to 
Hamrondsport, N.Y¥., and Lieut. Cell to Marble- 
head, Mass. 


Sevtember 28, 1912, marked the second fatal 


| aecident at College Park, when Lieut. Lewis C. 
' Rockwell and his passenger, Corporal Fronk 


Scott were killed as the result of a crasi. 

it appears that the pilot misjudged his dis- 
tence from the ground and feiled to bring his 
airplene out of a glide in sufficient time to 
clear the ground. 

NOTE: 

—~—“¥Yurther data on the early days of military 
aviation in the United States will be published 


' in a future issue of the News Letter. 


~--000--- 





The England-Johannesburg Flight 

~~ (Continued from rege le 
Leke Tanganyika. Their plate was considerably 
damaged, but they escaped injury. 

Tragedy marked the flight of the team of 
Messrs. Waller, Findlay, Peachey and .organ. 
After their plane had landed at Abercorn, North- 
ern Rhodesia, in poor visibility, the wind chang- 
ed so that the only possible take-off was both 
uphill and towards some trees. Had they been 
flying in anything but e race, Finilay and 
“aller would have waited for the wind to veer 
again, particularly as Abercorn is at an alti- 
tude of 6,000 feet. Unwilling to celey their 
taxe-off and believing that the run would be 


| ample to clear the field, the start wes mde, but 


The vlane struc: 


| the trees and both Captain Max Findlay and ii. 


A.H. Morgan, radio operator wore so severely in- 
jured in the crash that they died alwost at 
iy, Ken Waller and Mx. Derek Peachey, 
passenger, suffered minor injurics. 

Captain Halse seemed to be a certain winner 
of the race, for in 35 hours when he covered 


| some 5,300 miles, he had maintained a long lead 
over his nearest competitor. 


¥hen he arrived 
at Kisum he was very tired and suffered frozz 
air sickness. Stopping at M'Beya for an hour’s 
rest, he toox off for Salisbury and almost 
reached there as dariness wes falling. Bush 


: fires confused him and, rather than risk a fore- 


ed landing while looking for Salisbury as his 
fuel was running low, he landed on a plowed 
field in the dusk, The omd clogged his landing 
wheels to such an extent that the plane over- 
turned. He escaped severe injury, 
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A.L. Clouston, who arrived at Belgrade first; 
and was in second place when he reached Cairo, 
still found himself second .et Fhartoun in the 
Sudan. Here he had engine trouble and parts 
were flowm to him from Cairo and repairs made. 
After three days' delay he took off and arrived 
at Abercorn. Ee reported that he wes forced to! 
proceed in easy stages, as a forced lending at 
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Masindi had left his plane and enzine in a bad 
condition. He nevertheless heped to reach 
Johannesburg several hours before the time ex~ 
pired. He stopped at M'pika, Rhodesia, and 

had another forced landing at Mtcko, due to ex- 
haustion of fucl. Overdue by several hours at 
Jchennesburg, he was ieter found with his wreck- 


| ed machine about 150 miles south of Salisbury. 
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THE FIRST AMERICAN MILITARY ATRPLANE 


The specificaticns for the first Army airs 
plane, Signal Corps Specification No. 486, 
were as follows: 

Aivertisenent anc Specification for a 
Heavierthan-Air Flying Machine. 

To the Public: 

Sealed proposals, in é¢uplicate, will be 
received at this office until 12 o'clock noon 
en February 1, 1908, on behalf cf the Board of 
Ordnance and Fortification for furnishing the 
Signal Corps with a heavier-than-air flying 
machine. All proposels received will be turn- | 
ed over to the Board of Ordnance and Fortifica- | 
tion at its first meeting after February 1 for | 
its official ection. 

Fersons wishing to submit prevosals under | 
this specification can cbtain the necessary 
forms and envelopes by applicaticn to the Chief | 
Signal Officer, United States Army, Yar Depart- | 
ment, Washington, D.C. The United States re- 
serves the right to reject any and all propos- 
als. ' + 
Unless the bidders are also the menufacturers ; 
of the flying machine they mst state the name 
and place of the meker. ! 

Preliminary.- This specification covers the | 
construction cf a flying machine supported en- | 
tirely by the dynamic reaction of the atmos- 
phere and heving no gas beg. 

Acceptance.- The fiying machine will te ac- 
cepted cnly after e successful trial flight, 
during which it will comply with all re,uire- 
ments of this specification. 





| 
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flight and ecceptance. 

Iuspection.- The Gcvernment reserves the 
right to inspect any and all processes cf man- 
ufacture. 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

The general dimensions of the flying machine 
will be determined by the menufacturer, subject 
to the follcwing conditions: 

1. Bidders must submit with their proposals 
the following: 

(a) Drawings to scale showing the general di- 
mensions and shape of the flying machine which 
they propose to build under this specification. 

(b)” Statement of the speed for which it is 
designed. 

( c) Statement of the total surface area of 
the supporting planes. 

d) Statement of the total weight. 
e) Description of the engine which will be 
used for motive power. 

(f) The meterial of which the fram, planes, 
end propellers will be constructed. Plans re- 
ceived will not be shown to other bidders. 

2. It is desirable that the flying machine be 
designed so that it may be ouickly and easily 


| time will be taken by a flying start, 
| the starting point at full speed at both ends 

of the course. 
| ticnal details as the Chief Signal Officer of 


No payments on | 
account will be made until after the triai | 
| which time the flying machine must remain con- 





assembled and taken apart end packed for trans- 
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portation in army wegons. It should be canable 
of being assembled and put in operating condi- 
tion in about one hour. 

3. The flying machine must be designed to car- 
ry two persons having a combined weight of about 
250 pounds, also sufficient fuel for a flight of 
125 miles. 

4. The flying machine should be designed to 
have a speed of at least forty miles per hour 
in still air, but bidders mist submit quotations 


| in their proposais for cost depending upon the 
speed attained during the trial flight, accord- 


ing to the following scale: 

£0 miles per hour, 100 ver cent. 

9 miles per hour, 90 per cent. 

28 miies per hour, 60 per cent. 

37 miles per hour, 70 per cent. 

36 miles per hour, 60 per cent. 

Less taan 36 miles per hour rejected. 

41 miles per hour, i10 per cent. 

42 miles per hour, 120 percent. 

43 miles ver hour, 130 per cert. 

44 miles ver hour, 140 per cent. 

S. The speed accomplished during the trial 
flight will be determined by taking an average 
of the speed over a measured course of more 
then five miles, against and with the wind. The 
assing 


This test subject to such addi- 


the Army may prescribe at the time. 
6. Before acceptance a trial endurance flight 
will be recuired of at least one hour during 


tinucusly in the air without landing. It shall 
return to the starting point and land without 
any damage that would prevent it immediately 
starting upon another flight. During this trial 
flizht of one hour it mist be steered in all di- 
rections without difficulty and at all times un- 
der perfect control ani equilibrium. 

7. Three trials will be alloved for speed as 
provided for in paramzaphs 4 and 5. Three tri- 
als for endurance as provided for in paragraph 
6, and both tests must be completed within a 


| period of thirty days from the date of delivery. 


the expense of the tests to be borne by the man- 
ufacturer. The place of delivery to the Covern- 
ment and trial flishts will be at Fort: -fyer,Va. 

& It should be so designed as to asvend in 
any country which may be encountered in field 
service. ‘The starting device nust be simle and 
transpcrtable. It sucuvld also land in a field 
without recuiring a specially prepared spot and 
without denaging its structure. ; 

9. It should be provided with some device to 
permit of a safe descent in case of an accident 
to the py elling machinery. 

10. I uld be sufficiently simple in its 
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construction and operation to oy an intel- 
ligent man to become proficien 
in a reasonable length of time. 

1l. Bidders must furnish evidence that the 
Government of the United States has the lawful 
right to use all patented devices or appurten- 
ances which may be a part of the flying machine 
and that the manufacturers of the flying ma- 
chine are authorized to convey the same to the 
Government. This refers to the unrestricted 


right to use the flying machine sold to the Gov- 


ernment, but does not contemplate the exclusive 
purchase of patent rights for duplicating the 
flying machine. 

12. Bidders will be required to furnish with 
their proposal a certified check amounting to 
ten per cent of the price stated for the 40- 
mile speed. Upon mking the award for this 
flying machine these certified checks will be 
returned to the bidders, and the successful 
bidder will be required to furnish a tond, ac- 
cording to Army Fegulations, of the amount 
equal to the price stated for the 40-mile 
speed. 

13. The price quoted in proposals must be 
understood to include the instruction of two 
men in the handling and operation of this fly- 
ing machine. No extra charge for this service 
will be allowed. 

14. Bidders mst state the time which will 


in its use with- 


aeroplane furnished by the Wright brothers of 
Dayton, Ohio, under contract with the Signal 
ty ema to Signal Corps Specification 
No. . 

Having been notified by the “right brothers 
that they were ready for the endurance tests 
prescribed by paragraph 6 of the above-named 
specification, this test was carried out on 
the afternoon of July 27, 1909, at Fort ilyer, 
Virginia. 

The aeroplane made a flight, with Mr. Orville 
Wright as aviator and carrying First Lieutenant 
Frank P, Lahm, Signel Corps, (a member of the 
Board) as passenger, which lasted one hour, 
twelve minutes, and forty seconds, and in the 
opinion of the Board complied with the specifi- 
cation in every respect as far as the endurance 
test is concerned, which test required the 
machine to remain in the air but one hour. 

The speed test prescribed in paragraph 5 of 
the above-named specification was carried out 
on the afternoon of July 30, 1909, between 
Fort Myer, Virginia, and Shuter Hili, Alexan- 
dria, Virginia, over a measured course of five 
miles across broken country. The Board was 
divided into two committees, one stationed at 
the starting point, Fort Myer, Virginia, the 
other at the turning point near Alexandria, 
Virginia, and determined the intervals of time 
independently for the passage from Fort Myer, 


be reguired for delivery after receipt of crder. Virginia, to Alexendria, and again from 


JAMES ALLEN, 
Brigadier General , 
Chief Signal Officer of the Arny. 
Signal Office, 
Washington, D.C., December 23, 1907. 
---000--- 


REPORT OF BOARD ON TRIALS OF WRIGHT PLANE 


Avprized of the fact that it was proposed to 
publish in the News Letter from time to time 
data connected with the early history of U.S. 
Army aviation, Colonel Charles DeF. Chandler, 
U.S. Army, Retired, furnished the Information 
Division, Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, 
a copy of the proceedings of a Board of Ofi- 
cers convened to observe the trial of the 
Wright airplane under Specification Ne. 486, 
as vreviously quoted. 

The proceedings of this Board are quoted be- 
low, as follows: 

"WAR DEPARTMENT 
Office of the Chief Signal Officer 
Washington 
August 2, 1909. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF OFFICERS CON- 
VENED BY OFFICE MEVORANDUM NO. 18, OFFICE 
OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER OF THE ARMY, 
DATED JUNE 21, 1909, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
OBSERVING TRIALS OF AERONAUTICAL 

DEVICES, ETC. 


The Board met, pursuant to the call of the 
President, at 9:30 A.M., July 31, 1909, at the 
Office of the Chief Signal Officer of the Amy, 
and from time to time previously in connection 
with the duties prescribed for it. 

The Board conducted the official tests of the 


Alexandria to Fort Myer, the starting pointe 
After careful consideration of the data obtain- 
ed by the individual members, the Board finds, 
under paragraph 5 of the specification, as 
follows: 
= from Fort Myer, 
rginia, to Alexandria 
end of course 


Speed from Alexandria 
end of course to Fort 


37.735 miles per hour 


luyer 47.431 '" " oft 
Average speed, accord- 
ing to contract 42.583 "' "on 


There being no further business before it, the 
Board adjourned at 10:30 o'clock A. -4. 


GEORGE 0. SQUIER, 
Major, Signal Corps, U.S.A., 
President. 
C. McK. SALTZUAN, 
Major, Signel Corps, U.S.A., 
hiember. 
C. DeF. CEANILER, 
Captain, Signal Corps, U.S.A., 
Member. ; 
G. C. SWEET, 
Lieutenant, U.S.N., Member. 


FRANK P. LAH, 
First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U.S.A., 
Meraber. 
BENS. D. FOULOIS, 
First Lieutenant, Signal Corps, U.S.A., 
liember. 
F. E. HUMPERIZS, 
Second Lieutenant, Corps of Engineers, U.S.A., 
Reccrder. 
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